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By Developing Virtue Girls School
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On June 5, 2025, birds’ chirps and clear skies
welcomed the new graduates to their new journey after
Developing Virtue Secondary School.

There are three graduates in the class of 2025, Katrina
Hu, Ashley Dong, and Celina Li. They will be going
to University of British Columbia, UC San Diego and
UC Davis in the fields of psychology, biochemistry, and
agriculture and food science, respectively.

To open up the graduation, the school principal, Jin
Jr Shr, gave a speech to the graduates. Dr. Patterson, the
high school history teacher, expressed her wishes toward
the graduates.

As a volunteer teacher and alumni from twenty years
ago, Ms. Phi also congratulated the graduates. Katrina’s
father, Mr. Xinhua Hu, spoke about his gratitude toward
the school and pride in his daughter’s growth.

Ms. Yidan, the junior high class core teacher, wrote
a warm message to each rising freshmen. Ms. Yidan was
inspired by the bright and positive energy from the teens,
and hopes that the 8" graders can keep their confidence,
explore more areas of study and life, while helping others,
as they move on to high school.

Accompanied by flowers and laughter, the graduates
have accomplished an important milestone in their life.
With the eight core virtues and the precious memories,
they move on to a bright future ahead. #

The Ceremony for Bathing the Buddha at
the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas 2025

g X/E Written and Translated by Bu Man
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On May 4 and 5, the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas (CTTB) held
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its 2025 Bathing Buddha’s Day over two consecutive days, celebrating the
birth of Shakyamuni Buddha.

During lunch, CTTB Abbot, Dharma Master Heng Lyu, said, “In
celebrating the Buddha’s birthday, we express gratitude for his boundless
compassion. The ritual of bathing the Buddha also serves to remind us

to cultivate self-confidence. By valuing ourselves and earnestly dedicating
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ZZ ourselves to spiritual practice. This,
indeed, is the best birthday gift to the
Buddha.”

Situ Fay, resident of the San Francisco
Bay Area, said that attending the
Bathing Buddha Ceremony at the City
of Ten Thousand Buddhas every year has
gradually helped eliminate life’s troubles,
allowing her to live with increasing
ease and happiness. A Vietnamese lay
practitioner Kim Thu Vu from Texas
shared that after participating in the Ten
Thousand Buddhas Repentance at CTTB, she then joined the
Buddha Bathing Ceremony. She described the month as one of
exceptional purity and joy. This was her first time bathing the
Buddha, and through the Dharma talk given by the monastic,
she came to understand the profound meaning of bathing the
Buddha.

Ninety-year-old Ng Choo Lan from Malaysia, participated
in the entire event series, from the Ten Thousand Buddhas
Repentance through to the Bathing Buddha’s Day. She even
insisted on joining the early morning pilgrimage—accompanied
by her daughter-in-law Su Qinfa, she made the journey in her
wheelchair. Su Qinfa shared that Ng Choo Lan used to believe
one only needed to recite Buddha’s name when nearing life’s
end. However, after listening to the monastics’ teachings at
CTTB, she finally understood the benefits of regular recitation
of the Buddha’s name. During their month-long stay this year,
Ng Choo Lan even began reciting Buddha’s name in her sleep.
Su Qinfa was overjoyed at her mother-in-law’s transformation.

Following the Great Compassion Repentance Ceremony on
the afternoon of May 4, Dharma Realm Buddhist University
invited Stanford University Religious Studies Professor Paul
Harrison to present new perspectives on the Pratyutpanna
Samadpi Sutra. Professor Harrison showcased slides of recently
unearthed birch bark fragments inscribed in Kharosthi script
and Gandhari language, which have been confirmed to contain
five previously unpublished sections of the Pratyutpanna
Samadhi Sutra. As the English translator of this sutra, Professor
Harrison explained how these newly discovered fragments

shed light on the doctrines and practices of early Mahayana
Buddhism. &



