and spiritually—she has served as a beacon for
preserving and advancing the spirit and mission of
DRBU, both at home and around the world.”

“An ethic of care and compassion has been the
hallmark of Dr. Rounds’ tenure and will undoubtedly
be remembered as her most enduring contribution to

the University community.”

Dr. Rounds was honored with a standing ovation.
The ceremony concluded with Bhikkhu Jin Chuan
leading the dedication of merit, followed by group
photos and a celebratory reception. %
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Developing Virtue Boys & Girls Schools Graduation Ceremonies
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By Developing Virtue Boys School

On June 5, 2025, the graduation ceremony for
the eighth and twelfth graders of Developing Virtue
Secondary School was held in the Confucius Hall at the
City of Ten Thousand Buddhas.

There were three high school graduates this year:
Lucas Wu from Brazil, and Puze Gong and Steven Li
from China. There were a total of seven eighth grade
graduates. The entire ceremony can be viewed on
YouTube.

Dharma Masters expressed their pleasure with the
students’ growth in character. Next, they will move on
to their next stage of study with this strong foundation.
Alejandro Gracia-Zhang, a 2016 graduate of the Boys’
School, shared his valuable experience studying at
Harvard University. After that, Dr. Ben Nguyen, teacher
of mathematics and chemistry, he encourages graduates
to go forth with passion and curiosity to write their
futures with his seven guidelines, .

Mr. Randall Peterson, former principal of Developing
Virtue Boys’ School and longtime teacher and mentor to
many, bestowed the diplomas to the Class of 2025.

The graduation ceremony came to an end in this
wonderful atmosphere. #
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By Developing Virtue Girls School
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On June 5, 2025, birds’ chirps and clear skies
welcomed the new graduates to their new journey after
Developing Virtue Secondary School.

There are three graduates in the class of 2025, Katrina
Hu, Ashley Dong, and Celina Li. They will be going
to University of British Columbia, UC San Diego and
UC Davis in the fields of psychology, biochemistry, and
agriculture and food science, respectively.

To open up the graduation, the school principal, Jin
Jr Shr, gave a speech to the graduates. Dr. Patterson, the
high school history teacher, expressed her wishes toward
the graduates.

As a volunteer teacher and alumni from twenty years
ago, Ms. Phi also congratulated the graduates. Katrina’s
father, Mr. Xinhua Hu, spoke about his gratitude toward
the school and pride in his daughter’s growth.

Ms. Yidan, the junior high class core teacher, wrote
a warm message to each rising freshmen. Ms. Yidan was
inspired by the bright and positive energy from the teens,
and hopes that the 8" graders can keep their confidence,
explore more areas of study and life, while helping others,
as they move on to high school.

Accompanied by flowers and laughter, the graduates
have accomplished an important milestone in their life.
With the eight core virtues and the precious memories,
they move on to a bright future ahead. #

The Ceremony for Bathing the Buddha at
the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas 2025

g X/E Written and Translated by Bu Man
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On May 4 and 5, the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas (CTTB) held
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its 2025 Bathing Buddha’s Day over two consecutive days, celebrating the
birth of Shakyamuni Buddha.

During lunch, CTTB Abbot, Dharma Master Heng Lyu, said, “In
celebrating the Buddha’s birthday, we express gratitude for his boundless
compassion. The ritual of bathing the Buddha also serves to remind us

to cultivate self-confidence. By valuing ourselves and earnestly dedicating
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