Dharma Realm Buddhist University Celebrates Commencement
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By Meghan Sweet
Chinese Translated by Gong Tongzuo

On May 24, Dharma Realm Buddhist University held its
commencement ceremony for the graduating class of 2025. The
ceremony took place at the Sudhana Center in downtown Ukiah.
This year, one undergraduate student, nine graduate students, and
two Buddhist Translation Certificate students graduated at the
ceremony.

The keynote address was delivered by Dr. Francoise Davoine, a
distinguished French psychoanalyst and scholar whose work bridges
classical literature and psychotherapy. A longtime faculty member at
the Ecole des Hautes Etudes en Sciences Sociales (EHESS) in Paris,
Dr. Davoine is internationally recognized for her groundbreaking
research on trauma, madness, and the healing power of narrative.

Next, several graduating students gave short speeches. MA
graduate Smitha Lahiri reflected on her return to academia at DRBU
after twenty-eight years in the corporate world.

Bhikshuni Mira, a graduate of the Buddhist Translation
Certificate Program, shared that her time at DRBU taught her that
being humble does not mean being small, but rather being open.
She said the program gave her far more than skills—it offered her a
community and a mirror to better understand herself.

The ceremony concluded with a special tribute to Dr. Susan
Rounds, who retired this summer after serving as DRBU’s president
for eleven years. A video compilation was shown of DRBU staff,
students, and faculty expressing their gratitude and well wishes for
Dr. Rounds. Then, Dean Martin Verhoeven read the citation for the
conferral of the title President Emerita to Dr. Susan A. Rounds. The
citation included the following:

“Susan Rounds, Ph.D., with steadfast leadership and unwavering
vision, led the University through its most formative period, from
2014 and culminating in the achievement of its hard-won goal of
formal and full accreditation.”

“With her deep academic training, love of the liberal arts, and
commitment to educating the whole person—intellectually, socially,
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and spiritually—she has served as a beacon for
preserving and advancing the spirit and mission of
DRBU, both at home and around the world.”

“An ethic of care and compassion has been the
hallmark of Dr. Rounds’ tenure and will undoubtedly
be remembered as her most enduring contribution to

the University community.”

Dr. Rounds was honored with a standing ovation.
The ceremony concluded with Bhikkhu Jin Chuan
leading the dedication of merit, followed by group
photos and a celebratory reception. %
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Developing Virtue Boys & Girls Schools Graduation Ceremonies
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By Developing Virtue Boys School

On June 5, 2025, the graduation ceremony for
the eighth and twelfth graders of Developing Virtue
Secondary School was held in the Confucius Hall at the
City of Ten Thousand Buddhas.

There were three high school graduates this year:
Lucas Wu from Brazil, and Puze Gong and Steven Li
from China. There were a total of seven eighth grade
graduates. The entire ceremony can be viewed on
YouTube.

Dharma Masters expressed their pleasure with the
students’ growth in character. Next, they will move on
to their next stage of study with this strong foundation.
Alejandro Gracia-Zhang, a 2016 graduate of the Boys’
School, shared his valuable experience studying at
Harvard University. After that, Dr. Ben Nguyen, teacher
of mathematics and chemistry, he encourages graduates
to go forth with passion and curiosity to write their
futures with his seven guidelines, .

Mr. Randall Peterson, former principal of Developing
Virtue Boys’ School and longtime teacher and mentor to
many, bestowed the diplomas to the Class of 2025.

The graduation ceremony came to an end in this
wonderful atmosphere. #



