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In June I am retiring from my job as President of
DRBU, a position I have held since 2014. So tonight I
want to share a bit about my experiences with DRBU
over the years. I moved to the City of Ten Thousand
Buddhas with my husband David in 1978 We were the
second family to move in, after Dr Ron Epstein and his
family.

Although I became in 2014, my
involvement with DRBU began much earlier. When the
Master founded DRBU in 1976, the classes included
the Master’s sutra lectures, as well as courses taught by

president

various monastics and laypeople. Almost all the students
were people who lived at CTTB , although I think some
people living nearby attended classes from time to time.
But the Venerable Master had a much larger vision for
DRBU. He wanted an accredited university that would
eventually bring hundreds of students here to study,
to develop strong ethical foundation, and prepare for
compassionate service in the wider world.

He said, “Dharma Realm Buddhist University is
being established in the hope of influencing youth not
to be selfish. Everyone should be very public-spirited
and not selfishly motivated.Then, without effort, this
world will be peaceful. What is needed is a fundamental
change in people's habits of mind.

In the early 1980’s we began to work on the first step
towards achieving accreditation—receiving recognition
from the state of California. I worked on helping to
create the catalog that we would submit to the state
for approval, and I also did some teaching and advising
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Master’s students. In 1984 we celebrated with a grand DRBU
commencement ceremony. My four-year-old son Nathaniel
was on the program and recited several pages from the Lozus
Sutra from memory.

By that time I had completed my PhD and started a
part time job teaching in the teacher credential program of
Dominican university, which had an off campus program here,
housed right across the street from CTTB. In 1988 I accepted
the position of Director of Credential programs and held that
job for the next twelve years.

During those years I was not involved directly in DRBU,
but I knew that it was continuing to offer classes under the
leadership of President Snjezana Akpinar, who had been
appointed by the Master. I also knew that they had continued to
try to find a way to get DRBU accredited, but had encountered
many difficulties.

In 2010, after years of intensive work by many dedicated
people, the DRBA Board of Directors approved a proposal for
the reorganization of DRBU. There would now be just two
degree programs; a four year program offering a Bachelor’s
degree in Liberal Arts, and a two year program offering a
Master’s degree in Buddhist Classics.

The BA program focuses on classic texts from the great
wisdom traditions of the world, including Buddhist Classics,
Chinese Classics, Western Classics, and Indian Classics.
Students would also study Rhetoric and Writing, Natural
Science, mathematics, music, and language—both Chinese
and Sanskrit.

The MA program provides an understanding and
appreciation of Buddhism through close reading and careful
analysis of its primary sources: sutras, abhidharma and $astras,
and $ila texts. It also includes courses on hermeneutics, both
comparative and Buddhist, which examine methods and
theories of interpretation, and a language study component.

Students in both programs participate each semester in a
four day Contemplative Immersion experience, or CEI. These
retreats offer a unique opportunity to experience what the
students have been reading about in their texts. The experience
deepens and enriches their understanding in a way that a purely
academic, classroom based approach cannot

It has been a great privilege for me to participate in
these CEIs over the last eleven years. We have done Chan,
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Guanyin recitation, Bowing as Heart-cleansing and The Four
Brahmaviharas, to name just a few.

I retired from full time work as director of the Dominican
University Credential program in 2000 with a big retirement
party celebration. But I continued to teach in the program for
the next twelve years, before retiring again in 2012. (My boss
at that time, after giving me a beautiful crystal vase , warned
me that there would not be a third retirement party for me!)

By now my son and daughter-in-law had been married
for several years, and had just informed my husband and me
that they were expecting our first grandchild, to be born in
September of 2014. At some point perhaps in the spring-I
don't remember exactly when, I got a phone call from
Dharma Master Chih. She said that she and Dharma Master
Liang wanted to come to my house to discuss my becoming
the next president of DRBU, as Dr. Akpinar need to retire to
take care of her ailing husband.

To say that I was surprised would be an understatement.

This was not something I had ever anticipated. Of course I
told they nuns they could come over. You don’t say no to nuns!
But as soon as I hung up the phone I ran to tell my husband.
“The nuns are coming over. They want me to be President of
DRBU. What do I do?” And he said, “They already talked to
me. | think it’s a wonderful idea!” So I said yes, and I have
spent the last eleven years as President! And it got very busy
very soon! Looking back now it’s hard to believe how much
has happened.

We launched our new degree programs in August 2015 with
a total of twelve students and began the work of preparing to
apply to WASC for accreditation. All classes were held in the
old Guest Building, but we had plans to renovate Building
123, which the Master had designated as the home for DRBU.

At the beginning of 2016 we held a ceremony to purify
the boundaries of the Sudhana center in downtown Ukiah.
DRBA had purchased the property on behalf of DRBU in
2015. After extensive renovation, that property now serves as
a dorm for male students, and a place for retreats and other
events, including Commencement. 2016 was also the year
that I promised to learn to use Google Docs, to the delight of
everyone who had to work with me on administrative things.

We also started renovating the women’s dorm. When it
was completed, it featured forty bedrooms, common areas,
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a computer lab, contemplation room, tea room. We also
completed the renovation of the 123 building to provide
classrooms and offices and a large upstairs room where we
have hosted many symposium lectures and artistic exhibitions.

In 2018, forty-two years after Master Hua founded DRBU,
we received our first official accreditation, for a period of six
years. This was an enormous accomplishment. A year later, we
received permission to admit international students. 2019
was also the year we began offering a one year Translation
Certificate program. Our student body was growing!

And then, in the spring of 2020, the Covid pandemic
arrived. We had to quickly send all of our students home and
transition to on line instruction. We did have a few students
who had no safe place to return to, so we opened a small
residential program at the Sudhana Center for those students.
We continued with online instruction for the entire 2020-
2021 academic year.

This was a very difhicult time for many colleges and
universities. We were fortunate that DRBU was still able
to recruit students after Covid, and we resumed on campus
instruction in the fall 0of 2021. Gradually, activities on campus
began to resume, as people got used to being together in
person after so many months in isolation.

Each year, we added more students, including students
from abroad. Right now we have a little over fifty students.
They come from Argentina, Canada, China, Costa Rica,
the Dominican Republic, India, Myanmar, Nepal, Norway,
Russia, South Africa, Taiwan, Thailand, the United States, and
Vietnam. That means we have students from every continent
except Antarctica!

Next year if all goes well we will have more than sixty
students. And just last year, in 2024 we received a reaffirmation
of accreditation, this time for eight years. This places DRBU
in a very strong position going forward.

Students are extremely grateful for the opportunity to
study at DRBU. They appreciate the bright clear energy here
that comes from being in a place surrounded and supported
by monastics who live a life devoted to cultivation, service and
simple living. Many of them participate in CTTB ceremonies
and retreats. In fact, last spring, over half of our DRBU
students gave up their spring break in order to participate in
the Guanyin session instead.
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Thanks to the generous support of DRBA and our donors, we
are able to provide financial support to enable students to graduate
without any debt. In return, students contribute over 600 work
study hours a week, averaging thirteen hours each. They work in the
kitchen, the library, the farm, recycling, and help with many other
functions of DRBU and CTTB.

I want to share with you a few things that students have said over
the years about their DRBU experience.

- As soon as I stepped on to the grounds, I knew that I was home,
even though I had never been here before.

- I had a sense of deep connections from the past.

What I have learned at DRBU permeates everything I do in
every moment of my life because it has changed my worldview
DRBU has taught me how to care for and nurture the roots of my
life.

The goal is to rediscover what is already whole and complete
within you—to return to your fundamental humanity.

In deep listening, we open up possibilities. If we can listen to
the other person, the possibility is there for them to be our teacher,
as well as the opportunity for us to be theirs, pushing us to face
ourselves and change in the process.

Through the texts we read and class discussions, my
understanding towards the Buddha’s teaching and myself is deepened
and broadened. I am learning to be more mindful, open-minded,
non-judging, and present.

-+ When we started the program, our classmates were all strangers.
But we leave here as good Dharma friends.

- I have discovered the light within me. I know that after I leave
here, even in the darkest times, that light will never be extinguished.

I didn’t like the person I was when I came here.But I like the
person I have become. I leave here to enter the world as a real human
being,

Like the students, I am also very grateful to DRBU. It has been
a privilege to be a part of DRBU’s growth and development over
the last eleven years. DRBU has always been a place where I have
unfailingly found meaning, truth, and inspiration. And I'm looking
forward to finding new ways to participate and contribute after I
retire.

I know that DRBU will continue to thrive as it carries out Master
Hua’s vision for transformational education. People will continue
to be drawn here because they want to be part of a community
committed to doing the deep and important work that the Buddha
laid out for us. It is a journey for a lifetime. #
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