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Commentary by the Venerable Master Hua

English Translated by the International Translation Institute

To those who can be saved by Vai$ravana, she
appears as VaiSravana and teaches them the Dharma.
Vaisravana is one of the four heavenly kings. Each of these
four kings rules over one continent in one direction: the
north, south, east, and west each has a heavenly king.
Vaisravana rules over the northern great continent of
Uttarakuru, and his name means “erudition.” Guanyin
Bodhisattva appears as Vaisravana and teaches the
Buddhadharma to beings who are receptive to being
taught by him.

To those who can be saved by a minor king,
she appears as a minor king and teaches them the
Dharma. A minor king rules over only one country.

To those who can be saved by an elder, she appears
as an elder and teaches them the Dharma. The word
“elder” is explained in the Swrangama Sitra. Who can
be called an “elder”? Elders have good reputations,
respectable names, and are usually advanced in years.
They have virtue and renown. Their superiors like them
and their subordinates respect them. Elders don’t have
to be old; however, they’re usually wealthy and honored
and have virtue and wisdom, like Elder Sudatta in
the Vajra Sutra. Elders are very fair-minded and treat
everyone with equal kindness. They like to help people.
Because they like to help people, they become known as
elders. If someone is to be saved by the body of an elder,
Guanyin Bodhisattva will appear as a great wealthy elder

and teach the Dharma for that person.
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