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{Commemor ating the 30™ Anniversary of Venerable Master Hua’s Entering Nirvana )

The First Ukiah Valley Children’s Book Fair
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The first Ukiah Valley Children’s Book Fair on May 17, 2025, hosted
by the Instilling Goodness and Developing Virtue Schools at the City of
Ten Thousand Buddhas (CTTB), was a vibrant celebration of literature,
community and culture. The free event included forty authors, a

children’s writing contest, dragon dance, lion dance, fan dance, Taiko
drumming and other cultural performances.

The fair opened at 10 AM with a smiling clown and a lively lion dance.
Over twenty children’s book authors took turns reading their books at
three different locations. Most of these authors had never visited Ukiah
before. Many were enchanted by the scenic drive and the serene beauty
of the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas, with its Tudor-style buildings
and roaming peacocks.

The idea for this book fair originated in November 2024 at a children’s
book fair in the San Francisco Bay Area. Natasha Yim, a children’s book
author residing in Mendocino County, met three Buddhist nuns from
CTTB. They observed that while the Bay Area hosts multiple children’s
book fairs every year, Mendocino County only occasionally holds such
events at the county libraries.

Inspired by this, they put together a children’s book fair in Ukiah, to
be held at CTTB. They reached out to over two-hundred authors and
publishers, and more than forty eventually agreed to attend.

Among the authors was Chamisa Kellogg, who traveled from
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Portland, Oregon, and invited her mother from Napa to
join her. Chivaun Oldes from Sacramento and a veteran of
children’s book fairs, praised the event. “This was the best
out of the eight book fairs I've attended,” Chivaun said.
“It’s well-organized, the energy is good, and people are so
welcoming.”

Omar Bala, an African American author from Oakland,
shared a similar sense of enthusiasm. “This was one of the
best events I've attended,” he said. “Everyone was kind,
and there was so much to do.”

Among local authors, Buddhist nun Jin Rou Shi and
Natasha Yim stood out as the most prolific, each with over
ten published books. Kate Marianchild with her only book
about the oak woodlands attracted readers young and old;
Brook Thompson wrote a non-fiction storybook about her
experience growing up on the Klamath River as a Yurok
and Karuk Native American.

Two books on Native American history—Injun
Country: An Old-Timer’s Memories of the Mendocino County
Indians and Two Perspectives of Lake County, California
Pomo History: Children’s Version—sold about thirty copies
together, reflecting attendees’ interest in local heritage.

The fair also served as a networking hub for authors,
illustrators, and publishers. Eileen Hu, owner of Victory
Press, gifted Aniya Bala (the youngest co-author at the fair)
a copy of The Legend of Mu Lan—A Heroine of Ancient
China with a matching doll. Aniyas younger brother,
inspired, promised to join the family’s book-writing efforts
in the future.

A reuse booth that offered free gently used backpacks,
mugs, folders, and school supplies was so popular that the
table was cleared soon after the event began.

Keith and Jess Michalak with their two children from
Willits stayed from opening until right before the end,
visiting every booth and enjoying the performances. They
walked away with five books and hope to return next year.

Buddhist nuns Jin Jian and Heng Yuan, co-organizers
of the children’s book fair, said that their goal was to create
an event for the local community. They also remembered
Venerable Master Hua’s vow that everyone who comes

to CTTB will realize Buddhahood in the future. They
were happy that authors, publishers, and attendees who
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had never been to CTTB now have the chance to realize
Buddhahood, too.

Jerri-jo Idarius, representing La Vida Charter School, did
the English calligraphy for CTTB’s first mountain gate in early
1980s. She said that Master Hua loved to make CTTB open to
the public and she felt that Master Hua would be very happy
about this children’s book fair.

Tzu-Chi Foundation, Service Space, Ukiah Co-Op and
Mendocino Book Company all had their respective booth for
children. Sheryl Graves of the Mendocino Book Company
reflected on the fair’s success: “I left the fair feeling hopeful-
about the love of reading being passed on, about the richness
of local culture, and about the potential for this to become a
meaningful annual tradition.”

Sacramento-based young writer Skyler Farasat attended with
her parents—a family that collaborates on books about growing
up and self-esteem. They were so fascinated by the Buddhist
monastery that they stayed after the fair to tour the campus
along with nine other authors.

A few authors gave their reflections after the book fair as
follows:

Anna Wong:

From the moment of entering the gates and driving up to the
hall, T knew I was in a special place. Being greeted by peacocks
was just the icing. I bask in the glow reflecting back to all the
people I met. In addition to attendees, meeting other authors
was just as heart warming.

Teri Roche Drobnick:

City of Ten Thousand Buddhas was both beautiful and
accommodating, with the event being extremely well organized
and coordinated.

Stefanie Gamarra:

Everything, from the clear and thoughtful email
communication to the smooth coordination on-site, was so well
organized. I felt truly taken care of...the whole day was just a
joy to be part of. It was one of those events that reminded me
why I love doing this work.

Marta Pilosio:

I wanted to thank you and all the organizers/volunteers of
the book fair. You made us feel welcome and treated us so kindly.
Lauren Scott:

The event was well organized and if I had to choose one word

for this day, it would be kindness. &
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