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[Commemorating the 30" Anniversary of Venerable Master Hua’s Entering Nirvana ]
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City of Ten Thousand Buddhas 2025 Ten Thousand Buddhas
Repentance Ceremony
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Written and Translated by Piao Man

stop all evil.
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1 sincerely beseech all Buddhas to compas:
acknowledge and accept my repentance.

The assembly rises and recites:
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The 2025 Ten Thousand Buddhas Repentance Ceremony at
the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas (CTTB) began on April 5 and
concluded on May 2, lasting a total of twenty-eight days. This
schedule was adopted following the pandemic. Under the guidance
of the Venerable Master Hsuan Hua, CTTB began holding the Ten
Thousand Buddhas Repentance Ceremony in 1983. At that time,
the ceremony consisted of one hour of repentance followed by 15
minutes of rest, continuing each day until 5:00 PM, and concluding
in twenty-one days.

After the pandemic, the daily morning and evening recitations
continued as usual. From Monday to Friday, the first session of
repentance was held from 7:00 to 8:00 AM, followed by work
assignments until the noon offering. Repentance resumed at 1:00
PM. On weekends, repentance was conducted all day

Liu Qinfa, a master’s student at Dharma Realm Buddhist
University, participated in the Ten Thousand Buddhas Repentance for
the first time this year. He discovered that the first four of Bodhisattva
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Samantabhadra’s Ten Great Vows—“To worship and
respect all Buddhas, to make praises to the Thus Come
Ones, to practice profoundly the giving of offerings, and
to repent and reform all karmic hindrance”—were fulfilled
in a single bowing. The remaining six vows were also
deeply connected to the repentance ceremony. Though he
did not make material offerings, he resolved to “offer his
body, speech, and mind to all Buddhas.” Previously unable
to recite Bodhisattva Samantabhadra’s Ten Great Vows by
heart, he now visualized them with each bow, gaining a
much deeper understanding.

Dr. Celeste Man, a neurologist from Hong Kong,
compared her experience of participating online versus
in person. She found that the temple environment made
it easier to concentrate and engage fully, unlike at home
where distractions were common.

Hong Qinjuan from Berkeley, California, participated
full-time in the repentance for the eighth consecutive year.
She always sets up memorial plaques for her family and
friends beforehand “to avoid having to leave midway due
to emergencies.” Beyond the joy of repentance itself, she
cherished the daily Dharma talks during lunch time and
in the evening, feeling “incredibly fortunate, surely due
to past virtuous seeds.” She also shared a teaching from
Dharma Master Heng Gwei at the City of Dharma Realm:
“When bowing to the last Buddha’s name on a page, many
people flip to the next page first. Instead, one should
complete the bow before turning the page.”

Elder China,
participating for the first time, saw each bow as reverence
for the Buddhas and purification for himself. Through
repentance, he lightened his burdens, deepened his

Lin Hanliang from Guangzhou,

understanding of cause and effect, strengthened his resolve
to practice, and perceived more of the compassion and
blessings from Buddhas and Bodhisattvas. “After returning
to China, I will share this repentance and the Sutra of
the Names of the Buddhas with fellow practitioners,
introducing more people to the City of Ten Thousand
Buddhas,” he said.

Li Shengquan from Yunnan, China, initially doubted
he could complete the bowing session but found that “the
power of repentance kept me here—physical fatigue was
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outweighed by inner joy. Making friends with other Buddhists,
and hearing many karma-related stories, I now firmly believe in
cause and effect and is more determined to practice. This is the
greatest takeaway from this bowing session.”

Indira Devi from Singapore has come to CT'TB for Dharma
sessions for a few years. She is grateful for the chance to participate
this bowing session in person, because bowing in repentance
allows us to eradicate our karmic obstruction and enhance our
blessings. She observed that “talking or thinking before each
incense period reduced focus. Silence works best.” She also felt the
collective energy of group practice and thanked Dharma Master
Heng Chih for encouraging her to come, hoping to be “reborn in
the Pure Land together with everyone else in the future.”

Lin Qinlian from Kuala Lumpur, who particularly values
repentance due to his many unresolved faults, adjusted to the time
difference this year by arriving six days before the bowing session.
Yet on the first day of repentance, he still felt exhausted by the
afternoon—his shoulders heavy as if he might faint. “Strangely,”
he noted, “after the dedication of merit, the fatigue had vanished
completely like a boat sailing effortlessly past myriads mountains.”

Ye Qinmei from Malaysia first participated in 2007, when
each bow felt unbearably heavy—a sign of karmic obstacles. She
persisted and completed fourteen years, exceeding her initial vow
of ten. Her son was preparing for the accountant license exam,
but he failed the exam for several years. She suggested that her
son come to bow the Ten Thousand Buddhas Repentance. Her
son only bowed for four days, and then went back to take the
exam. He passed the exam on the first try. Even her son felt that
the power of the Ten Thousand Buddhas Hall was very strong.
Ye Qinmei sincerely said, “It is difficult to calculate how many
people the Ten Thousand Buddhas Repentance has saved and
how many wishes have been fulfilled! Everyone has their own

karma. I hope everyone will come to bow the Ten Thousand
Buddhas Jeweled Repentance.” &
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