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[Commcmor;lring the 30 Anniversary of Venerable Master Hua’s Entering Nirvana ]
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My First Earth-Shaking Experience at the City of

Ten Thousand Buddhas
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A Talk by Marion Roberson at the Buddha Hall of the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas on Febuary 8, 2025

Chinese Translated by Janet Lee
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My name is Marion Robertson and my Dharma name
is Gwo Mo. I would like to talk about how I came to learn
Buddhism and how I met the Master, so that’s my topic.
First, I'd like to talk about my childhood experiences
with religion and what I believed as a child, and then
I want to talk about my first day at the City of 10,000
Buddhas, which was an “earth-shaking” experience.

I grew up in a small town on the East Coast. I had
played in woods and wetlands across the street from my
house, so nature was my playground. One time, when
I was about four years old, my mother brought me to a
post office which was a large white building with marble
steps.

Inside, against a white background, I saw a woman
dressed in an all-black robe from her head down to her
feet. It was very dramatic contrast between this woman
in black and the white background. So, I asked my
mother, “Whats that?” She said, “Well, that’s a nun.
She’s someone who devotes her life to serving God and
helping people.” And I thought, “Well, if somebody
can do that, why would they want to do anything else?”
These nuns were Catholic nuns, and my family was
Protestant, so I was not going to become a nun, but I
pursued my interest in religion through childhood and

high school.
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In elementary and middle school, I was a member of a
Christian Girls club, and we had a lot of the activities that Girl
Scouts had, but we also studied the Bible. Then in high school, I
was a member of Youths for Christ, which had talks and activities
for Christian youths. So, I was very involved in Christianity.

When I went to college, I joined a Christian discussion club.
There were four other members, five students in the group and
a leader. When it came to the election of officers for this club,
there were five of us, but only four positions.

The requirements to be an officer of this club were things that
I wasn’t sure I completely agreed with, so I did not run for office,
and I was the one non-officer of the whole group.I went to college
at John E Kennedy University, but as I'm a slow reader and writer,
I had trouble in college, so I left college before graduating.

In 1974, my brother was getting married in Berkeley and I
came out for his wedding and stayed there for a while. In Berkeley,
I worked with severely emotionally disturbed teenagers; one of
whom had been institutionalized since he was four years old. He
had been strapped down, and because he didn’t have stimulus
from the outside, he went inside, and he had developed psychic
abilities. He knew things that he couldn’t possibly know.

When I was still studying at John F. Kennedy University, I had
an assignment to have a cross-cultural awareness experience. I
was a volunteer at the East-West Academy of Healing Arts, which
taught different healing methods. We were invited to come to the
City of Ten Thousand Buddhas for Easter weekend.

This was in 1978. The program began on a Friday evening,
but I had a prior appointment, so I didnt arrive until Saturday at
lunch. In the afternoon, the nuns brought us past the big drum
and the bell in the fire station building to a big tree by the creek.
We sat on cushions in a circle there as the nuns talked to us about
meditation.

They said, “We'll try meditating for 15 minutes, and we'll end
the meditation with a hand bell. If we're lucky, Master Hua will
come speak to us.” After about 15 minutes, although I had my
eyes closed, I could hear footsteps through the grass that crossed
over the circle.l knew that Master Hua had arrived, and he was
going to his place by the nuns under the tree. Just as he arrived at
his place, there was a loud noise. “Boom!” I thought, Wow, that
drum is really loud.

I thought it was the drum in the fire station. Then I realized,
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This was in 1978. We sat on cushions in a circle near a big tree by the creek as the nuns talked to

us about meditation.

No, that was an earthquake! I was still in meditation, and I
had opened my eyes, and things looked fine. Since the bell
didn’t ring yet, I closed my eyes and sat back in meditation.
Then I realized that I just sat through an earthquake waiting
for the little bell to ring. I am a nervous person; I jump if a
pencil drops, but I sat through an earthquake, so I thought
I should really listen to what this abbot had to say.

What did he talk about? He talked about earthquakes,
of course. He talked about the six types of earthquakes.
Then the nuns showed him these tree roots. They had
grown together. They were cut, and looked like two people
embracing each other with a stone in between them.

The nuns were using it as an incense holder. Shifu then
gave the history of these tree roots. He said that these were
two people who were too much in love. They vowed to
always stay together no matter what happened. “In the
heavens, they vowed to be as two birds flying wingtip
to wingtip; on earth, they vowed to be two intertwined
branches of a tree.” So, they did. They were stuck together,
and they fell lower and lower together. So here they were
as intertwined tree roots. [The stone represents the money
that they were attached to, as they were also very attached
to wealth]. When he finished speaking, people asked

questions.
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Some people said, “You made this earthquake,
didn’t you?” It was certainly connected to Master
Hua, but I don’t think he decided to have
an earthquake for the fun of it. He didnt say
anything. People asked questions, and after he
answered them, everyone was sitting quietly.

Then there was another “Boom.” Not as
loud as the first one, but we had our eyes open
this time around. We could see the circle that
we were sitting in lift up from one side, and be
turned around. At that point, Master Hua stood
up and said, “Well, that’s all,” and then walked
off. There were other minor tremors throughout
the afternoon, and in the evening, we were all
required to get up and speak and talk about our
experience of the earthquake.

People got up and spoke. One of the other
speakers said he had been in Ukiah in town
and said that the windows around him were
shaking. This made me realize that this wasn't
our private earthquake, that other people had
also experienced it for different reasons. I'll tell
you about my second visit to the City of 10,000
Buddhas next time.#
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The Master was talking the history of these tree roots.
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