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“_ommemorating the ? nniversary of Venerable Master Hua’s Entering Nirvana ]
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Buddhist Monastics' Compassion
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A Dharma Talk by Dharma Master Heng Shun at the Buddha Hall of the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas on October 21, 2024
Chinese Translated by Yinong
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Old Gold Mountain Monastery on 15th Street in San Francisco.
=5 WISHETEYE &b

I have literally hundreds of stories of the Master’s compassion. AR EANHIZEAR - PR ERTREEN
I was very fortunate to have spent twenty-one years with the = MEFERI - AEIBEE £ A2 110 H (/2
Master and to have been with him quite a lot. So, I've seen many 45 FZEEGRSE - [AIE > 42 H & A40E
examples of how he helped people in his daily life. The way he ' > A & E AHIRAENE
taught all of us is just incredible. I think the Master exemplifies ~ #1 = B HA IR - TAEA 7]
the great compassion and kindness of Guanyin Bodhisattva. e ——AERIRT - _E AR HEE
bE KRG ARG (Y 5E AR -
Giving a Hand to Those in Need
) R I R T
My first story took place at Old Gold Mountain Monastery
on 15th Street in San Francisco. When I first came back from & EE E A AE =T 15THHY
Thailand in 1974, we lived at Gold Mountain Monastery on  SLL=F * 19745 PRI {E %= B [ 2 -
15th Street. We were already at that location for three years EUISFELAEISERA=FT » Z1&IK
FIAEHBERAE T 124F - EHE(19864F
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before I came, and we stayed there for another 12 years.
We moved to Chinatown in the middle of 1986. This story
probably happened in the late 70s or early 80s.

I'd already been a bhikshu for about four or more years. A
lot of interesting things happened at 15th Street. It was not a
very good neighborhood in San Francisco, but compared to
where I'm from in Chicago, it was not really that bad at all.
There was a housing project right across the street from Gold
Mountain. One day, suddenly, out of the blue, this Mexican-
American woman in her 30s started to come and bow to the
Buddha. She probably was coming to the temple after work,
because it was around four o’clock in the afternoon.

She would come couple of times a week. During the day
the Master was usually in his room on the third floor. However,
once in a while he would come downstairs to the Buddha Hall
on the first floor.

Several times, the Master would come down and chat with
her. Usually shed just come in and bow, stay a little bit, and
then leave. But when the Master was there, she would chat
with the Master.

She did this for several months to half a year. And then one
day, she didn’t show up for weeks.

Often in the late afternoon the Master would call Heng
Kuan and myself on the phone from upstairs to question us
about what was going on in the monastery on that day. After
that woman had not come for the several weeks, the Master
called down and asked me, “What happened to that Mexican
woman? I said, “Shifu, I don’t know. She just hadn’t showed
up for a while.”

The Master said, “Well, did you call her?” I said, “Shrfu, 'm
a Bhikshu. I didn’t think it was appropriate for me, a Bhikshu,
to call a woman that I did know on the phone.”

And the Master said, “You know, something could be wrong.
You should call and find out.” So, I looked up her number
from our guest book where people who visited would sign in.

I called her. She said she was having some problems. As
I recall, the Master must have gotten on the line, because he
could get on the phone upstairs, and he somehow knew that I
was on phone with her and he talked to her.

So she came to monastery to talk to the Master. I don’t

remember if it was the same day or the next day. I do recall that
she had a long talk with the Master.
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She couldn’t speak Chinese, so, the Master used his broken
English to converse with her. Although the Master was not fluent
in speaking English at all, he could understand a lot of English.
They had a long talk. The Master said she did have a problem, and
he helped her with her problem. To this day, I have no idea what
her problem was.

Then she left. This is one example of the Master’s great kindness
and compassion.

I learned a lesson. True kindness and compassion often requires
not being too attached to the technical rules of being a monastic.
Helping people and being kind in this kind of situation is much
more important. She really needed help.

Understanding Brings Joy to Living Beings

My second story happened in 1986 when we visited Indonesia.
Mrs. Murdaya and her husband (but mainly Mrs. Murdaya) invited
the Master to Indonesia.

The Master had never been to Indonesia before that.

At that time, I was the Master’s personal attendant. Heng Wu,
(who is now Reed Smith), and Marty (then Heng Chau), and Heng
Sure had already been in Hong Kong for a week or so giving lectures
at the Buddhist Lecture Hall in Hong Kong.

I flew out with the Master to Hong Kong, and then we went to
Indonesia. Heng Wu, myself, and another young woman disciple
from Canada accompanied the Master to Indonesia.

Mrs. Murdaya invited the Master to give lectures there in
Indonesia. For a week, she gave us her whole house in Jakarta with
maids and servants, and she her family went elsewhere. Heng Wu
and I were in one room, and the Master was in another.

The Master told us to take care of whatever arrangements our
hosts made for us to do during our visit.

During the first days, Mrs. Murdaya and the other hosts wanted
us to go on a tour to different places in Jakarta i.e. to go sight-seeing.
This would not involve the Master as he would not be expected to
do this. Our hosts expected us younger monks to accommodate
their wish to give us a tour to several places in Jakarta.

When Heng Wu and myself met with them, I said, “No, we
don’t go sight-seeing, because we are Buddhist monks.” The hosts
said, “You know, we really want to show you around Jakarta.”

Later that day, after the meeting, the Master asked us what had
happened. I told the Master that we rejected going on a tour of
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Jakarta. Although the Master didnt exactly scold me, he said
the following, which I am paraphrasing, “They are our hosts
and invited us here. They’ve been so nice and even gave us their
actual house that they normally live in for us to use. Of course
you should go sight-seeing with them! It doesn’t matter that
you are a monk. You should go on the tour and make them
happy.”

So, Heng Wu and I went on the tour, which took almost
the entire day. And our hosts were really, really delighted that
we did that for them. It was rather surprised to see just how
happy they were that we did the tour with them.

This caused me to reflect again on another one of my many
mistakes in terms of how to be more kind to people and be
more mindful of what makes others happy.

Never Neglect Kindness Toward One’s Parents

My third story took place in 1985. This is not just a story
of the compassion and kindness of Guanyin Bodhisattva, but
also the importance of having filial piety towards one’s parents.
To what extent should a monastic have filial piety for their
parents? What is it like? Is there any limit to it?

So in 1979, Heng Chi became a fully ordained monk in
1979. He was a music major in college. A lot of the ceremonies
we still do now in English were actually composed by him,
including the Meal Offering. He also selected the version of
the Great Compassion Repentance Ceremony that we do in

Chinese.
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Heng Chi was the second executive director of the
Buddhist Council for Refugee Rescue and Resettlement for
several years.

In 1985, he asked the Master if he could go into seclusion
to memorize the Swrangama Sutra in Chinese. Now Heng
Chi, unfortunately, did not know Chinese.

He was like a few other disciples, such as Marty and Roger,
who never learned Chinese. Still he wanted to memorize the
Sarangama Sutra in Chinese.

The Master gave him permission to go into seclusion. We
had a special informal little ritual led by Master to bring him
to the seclusion room, between Annex 4 and Annex 5 in the
Great Compassion Quad. At the back of the seclusion room
was a yard which had a ten-foot-high wooden fence painted
red. In this way he could have privacy and exercise.

We brought him into the seclusion room and the Master
put a tape across the door, symbolizing that he wouldn’t leave
unless he broke the tape by walking out the door. Facing
outward his room had a large glass window, so people could
check up on him to make sure he was okay. A opening was
made in the glass window so that people could bring him
food each day.

Heng Chi vowed that he would stay in that seclusion room
with the backyard until he memorized the Sarangama Sutra.

[ participated in the ritual to bring him to his room and I
never saw him again for three years. So three years had gone
by and he hadn’t talked to anybody. He made a vow of total
silence.

He was a really good meditator. He could sit in full lotus
was sixteen hours at. He was also a very introverted person.
He never liked to talk that much anyway. So three years
passed.

And at that time, it was 1988, and we had already moved
Gold Mountain Monastery to Chinatown back in the middle
of 1986. I was driving the Master back and forth from the
City of Ten Thousand Buddhas where he would stay for
three days and Gold Mountain Monastery, where he stayed
four days. The Master would normally come up to CTTB
on Friday evening and go back to San Francisco on Monday
morning. One day we came up and guess who was waiting in
the office here at the City? Heng Chi’s parents.
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They were in their late 70s or early 80s. His father was a
Christian minister. His father and mother said, “We want to see
our son, Heng Chi.”

I said, “Well, you know, he’s in seclusion. He hasn’t talked to
anyone for three years.” [ wasn’t sure what to tell them. Fortunately,
the Master walked into the office at that time, and I told the
Master in Chinese what was going on.

The Master said, “Tell them that youre going to go and ask
Heng Chi if he wants to see his parents. And you can tell Heng
Chi that I said it’s okay for him to see his parents. However, it’s
up to him to decide if he wants to see his parents or not.”

So, I told his parents to wait in the office, and then I went by
myself to where he was in seclusion. I arrived and saw him right
in front of me behind the glass window. The last time I had seen
him was when we had brought him to the seclusion room three
years earlier. I said, “Heng Chi, don’t talk.”

I told him the whole situation and then asked him, “Do you
want to see your parents? Just nod your head yes or no.” Since he
hadn’t talked for three years I told him to nod his head. So what
happened? I still remember this as if it were yesterday. I felt like I
waited a long time as he seemed to be thinking it over.

Finally he shook his head, “No.” Oh my goodness I thought
to myself. I had to go back to the office to tell his parents that he
had said “No.”

His father was already pretty emotional about wanting to see
him before I left them in the office. And now I had tell them that
he decided that he didn’t want to see or talk to them. When I told
them, his mother started crying.

It was a real scene. Fortunately, again, the Master walks into
the office right in the nick of time. It turned out that the Master
had an appointment with someone at that time.

I told the Master the whole situation in Chinese. And the
Master said, “Tell Heng Chi’s parents that I have an appointment.
But as soon as 'm done—which might take a half hour—I will
meet with them.”

I told Heng Chi’s parents what the Master said. Actually they
were right there in the office as I was talking to the Master in
Chinese. I left, as I had other responsibilities to attend to. I never
knew all the details of exactly happened after I left.

But Heng Chi told me a few years ago, before the pandemic,
all the details of what actually happened. After the Master finished
his meeting, he talked to Heng Chi’s parents. As far as I know, no
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one else was with the Master, just
the parents and the Master.

The Master took his parents to
where Heng Chi was in seclusion,
just to the glass opening in the
window.

Then the Master left. Heng
Chi’s parents begged him to come
out of seclusion. Remember, he
hadn’t talked in three years.

Heng Chi held his mom’s
hand through the glass opening
and said, “Don’t worry, | want
to be here. This is what I want
to do. This is my choice. I can
leave anytime I want, but I'm
memorizing the Sarangama Sutra.”

Heng Chi consoled them. I don’t know if his
father was crying, but his mother for sure cried.

Heng Chi said that after around twenty to
thirty minutes, they left and they were happy. And
then Heng Chi stayed in seclusion for another
year. He did memorize the whole Saraiigama Sutra
in Chinese.

So, after four years (1989) he got out of
seclusion. And right away, the Master was invited
to give lectures in Hawaii. Heng Chi, Heng Dao,
myself, and some other people accompanied the
Master.

I remember that during the beginning of our
visit to Hawaii, because Heng Chi hadn’t spoken
for four years (except that one time with his
parents) that whenever I would talk to him, it took
him about five to ten seconds to answer. It was
rather strange, but this was due to fact that his
mind wasn’t used to talking.

It took him about a month or so to get back to
normal. Later the Master said that he was actually
testing Heng Chi to see what he would do. Of
course, he should see his parents! Even if one is a
monastic and in seclusion, one must never neglect
having the utmost kindness and compassion for
one’s parents. #

hikshu Heng Chi
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