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{ Commemorating the 30® Anniversary of Venerable Master Hua’s Entering Nirvana
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A Visit to Gold Mountain Monastery —
The Sino-American Buddhist Association
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An Excerpt from Memoirs of Learning Buddhism: Travels Along the Pacific Rim by Elder Upasaka Zhu Fei

English Translated by Tyan Chen
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Editor’s Note: Upasaka Zhu Fei was born in 1921. Founder of Bodhi Tree Magazine and one of the three co-founders of the Bodhi

Compassion Home.
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Venerable Master Hsuan Hua, the abbot of Gold Mountain
Monastery, was formerly known in Hong Kong by the Dharma name
“Dulun (&) (to cross over from samsara to nirvana).” At that
time, he manifested before people as a cultivator with hidden traces,
using his spiritual powers to teach and transform people (see the
biography of Dharma Master Dulun). Now in San Francisco, many
young American men and women have entered the monastic life
under his guidance and are making remarkable contributions. The
Master has already established a basic foundation for the propagation
of the Dharma in the United States.

I've heard that an elder layman from Hong Kong, Mr. Xie, once
traveled to San Francisco, wishing to meet Dharma Master Dulun
whom he had admired since the Hong Kong days. He first tried to
contact the Master by phone. Venerable Master Hua himself happened
to answer the call. Mr. Xie asked, “Is Dharma Master Dulun there?”
The Venerable Master replied, “Dulun is dead.” Hearing this, the
elderly layman was deeply saddened, believing that he had arrived
too late and missed meeting him. Only when he arrived at Gold
Mountain Monastery was the mystery of this “death and rebirth”
revealed.

I too have long admired how the Venerable Master is bringing
virtue and transformation to the West. Last winter, he briefly visited
our place, but I missed the opportunity to receive his teachings
in person—a lingering regret. With great anticipation, I arranged
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The first floor served as both the main Buddha Hall and a Chan Meditation Hall, to the right were the kitchen and Dining Hall.
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an appointment by phone and officially visited Gold Mountain
Monastery—the headquarters of the Sino-American Buddhist
Association.

The building was a tall, three-story structure. The first floor served
as both the main Buddha Hall and a Chan Meditation Hall. At the
center stood three Buddha statues, crafted by Mr. Wong Taisheng ( =
#%/E) from Hong Kong. In front of the statues was a large Dharma
platform, where Venerable Master Hua regularly lectured on the sutras.
To the right were the kitchen and Dining Hall.

On the second floor were images of the Sixth Patriarch and Elder
Master Hsu Yun. The reception room and library were also located
on this floor, as well as a resting room on the right side for the
women’s midday break. The third floor housed the abbot’s quarters
and the monks’ dormitory. The entire building was left unpainted and
undecorated. The walls were simply coated with dark gray wash, and
most of the stairs, tables, and chairs were handmade from scrap wood.
Since the building had previously been a mattress factory, a large pile of
leftover wood remained, which they put to good use. Everyone pitched
in—sawing and hammering together furniture—so there was no need
to buy anything new. As Venerable Master Hua remarked, calling it “a
large thatched hut” was quite fitting.

That day, at 9 a.m., I was driven there by Layman Lu Weihua and
his friend Mr. Wu. After bowing to the Buddhas, we were welcomed

upstairs to the reception room by Dharma Master Heng Guan, an
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American monk.

He serves as the guest prefect at Gold
Mountain Monastery, as well as the secretary
and storeroom manager of the Sino-American
Buddhist Association. He holds a master’s
degree from Stanford University, is tall in
stature, and speaks fluent Chinese.

Venerable Master Hua asked me why I
had left so quickly during my previous visit
two days earlier. I explained that because the
Master was giving a Dharma talk at the time, I
hadn’t dared to disturb him. Also, since I had
borrowed a friend’s car, I couldn’t stay long,
so I left my name card and quietly departed.

The Master replied, “Things are quite relaxed
here. I could have stepped down from the seat
at any time to receive you.”

He invited me to stay at Gold Mountain
Monastery for a few days. The Venerable Master was warm and
kind, though he humbly said there wasnt much in the way of
hospitality here. If I needed a car, he said, just give them a call and
they would be happy to help. They had several medium-sized vans
that could seat eight passengers. The Master also said, “After you
return to your homeland, please let fellow Buddhists there know
that if they come to San Francisco, they are welcome to visit. If
they need a car, that won't be a problem either.”

At noon, we joined the community for lunch in the dining hall.
They only eat one meal a day and do not take food in the morning
or evening. During the meal, Dharma Master Heng Guan led the
assembly and sat at the head seat, while the three of us lay guests
were seated to his left and right. Venerable Master Hsuan Hua sat
at the end of the row. On the left side sat the monks, novices, and
male laypeople; on the right were the nuns, female novices, and
laywomen.

All the monastics used ceramic alms bowls—mostly the ones
they had received when taking precepts in Taiwan. In Theravada
Buddhism, monks do not eat at the same table as laypeople, but
here, following the Mahayana tradition, the sangha kindly made
accommodations, even seating us beside the head monk.

The meal offering ceremony followed Chinese tradition entirely,
including the recitation of food offering chants in Chinese. All
food was vegetarian. There was rice, homemade steamed buns, and
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avariety of dishes to choose from. The vegetarian fare was quite
decent—potatoes, tomatoes, lettuce, corn soup, and fruit like
Hami melon (cantaloupe.) Each person received their own
portion. The meal was both abundant and nutritious.

After the meal, Dharma Master Heng Guan introduced me
to the assembly and asked me to say a few words. I stood and
briefly shared my journey of learning Buddhism and founding
the Bodhi Tree magazine, speaking for about half an hour.
Although most people understood Chinese, Dharma Master
Heng Guan still translated into English as I spoke.

During lunch, I took a few photos with them. After the
meal, I distributed the food gifts I had brought, offering them
to the monastic and lay disciples as an act of merit-sharing.

At the time of my visit, there were eleven resident male
monastics at Gold Mountain Monastery. Some were in Hong
Kong, and two were on three-steps-one-bow pilgrimage on a
long-distance journey. I will introduce them one by one in the
following section.

Dharma Master Heng Qian was the first American to leave
the home life and receive the full ordination in the Chinese
Mahayana tradition. He was fully ordained in 1969 at Haihui
Monastery in Keelung, Taiwan. His roles include Senior advisor
to the Abbot of Gold Mountain Monastery, President of the
Sino-American Buddhist Association, publisher of Vajra Bodhi
Sea magazine, and Chief Advisor of the Ordination Platform
Committee. He studied at the University of Washington and
has translated the Lotus Sutra and many other smaller Sutras.
He is currently residing at Tsz Hing Monastery in Hong
Kong. A skilled Dharma speaker, he is known for explaining
Buddhist teachings in accessible terms.

Dharma Master Heng Jing serves as the monastery manager
of Gold Mountain Monastery, Vice President of the Sino-
American Buddhist Association, translation advisor for Vzjra
Bodhbi Sea, and Chair of the Ordination Platform Committee.
He received full ordination in the same year as Dharma Master
Heng Qian. He also studied at the University of Washington
and has translated the Suzra of Earth Store Bodbisattva and
many other shorter texts. He has widely propagated the
Dharma both in the U.S. and abroad. Currently residing in
Hong Kong, he is engaged in translating the Avatamsaka Sutra.
He is fluent in Chinese, German, and French.

Dharma Master Heng Shou (#%)is the Deputy Manager
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of Gold Mountain Monastery, administrator of Vajra Bodpi
Sea, and Secretary General of the Ordination Platform
Committee. He studied at the University of Washington and
has translated the Bodpisattva Precepts. He spent over a year
residing in Hong Kong and is now living long-term at Gold
Mountain Monastery. He also received full ordination at
Haihui Monastery in 1969.

Dharma Master Heng Shou (5F) serves as secretary of
Gold Mountain Monastery. He received full ordination in
1971 at Tzu Shan Monastery in Taichung, Taiwan. He has
translated several smaller works and is currently working
on a translation of the Shurangama Sutra. He studied at the
University of Illinois and is presently staying in Hong Kong.

Dharma Master Heng Bai, who was ordained in the same
year as Heng Shou (5F), holds a bachelor’s degree from Yale
University. He is also in Hong Kong engaged in translation
work.

Dharma Master Heng Chao was also fully ordained in
Taichung. He aspires to remain a quiet cultivator—humble
and unknown.

Dharma Master Heng You received full ordination at
Gold Mountain Monastery in 1972, becoming the first
monk to be fully ordained in the West. A university graduate,
he is currently undertaking a three-steps-one-bow pilgrimage
for world peace along the highway, while also supporting
Dharma Master Heng Ju in his own pilgrimage.

Dharma Master Heng Ju vowed to undertake a three-
steps-one-bow pilgrimage to pray for world peace. Starting
from San Francisco, he has already bowed over 1,100 miles
on his journey to the state of Washington. He also received
full ordination at Gold Mountain Monastery.

Dharma Master Heng Lu entered the monastic life in
November 1973 at Gold Mountain Monastery. He is currently
a novice monk and holds a degree from Occidental College.
He now resides long-term at Gold Mountain Monastery.

Dharma Master Heng Kong, who left home at the same
time as Heng Lu, is also a novice monk. He previously
cultivated for many years in Nepal and India and now resides
long-term at Gold Mountain Monastery.

0 7To be continued



