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Om Mani Padme Hum
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Lecture Given by Venerable Master Hua in 1971
English Translated by Buddhist Text Translation Society
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These six characters together make up the Six Character Great
Bright Mantra; each one individually is able to emit brilliant light.
Mantras and their meanings are studied in the Secret School, one

of the five schools into which the principles of the Buddha’s teachings
are divided:

1) the Dhyana School;
2) the Teaching School;
3) the Vinaya School;

4) the Secret School;

5) the Pure Land School.

The Dhyana School teaches constant investigation of dhyana
meditation; the Teaching School, lecturing sutrasand speaking Dharma;
the Vinaya School, exclusive maintenance of moral prohibitions:
“awesome, majestic, and pure in vinaya, great models for the three
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realms.” Then there is the Secret School. Secret means “no mutual
knowing.” The Pure Land School teaches the exclusive mindfulness
and recitation of “Na mo a mi tuo fo,” the “Vast Six Character Name.”

Some people say the Dhyana School is the highest of the five.
Others claim that the Teaching School, or the Vinaya School, is the
highest. Cultivators of the Secret School say, “The Secret School is
supreme.” Practicers of the Pure Land Dharma-door say, “The Pure
Land Dharma-door is first, it is superior.” Actually, Dharma is equal;
there is no high or low. “Highest” is everyone’s own personal opinion;
whatever school you like you claim it to be the highest.

Now [ will explain the Secret School. What most people understand
to be the Secret School is actually Lamaism. In fact, the Secret School
is not secret. Within the “explicit” teaching, the manifest and secret
perfectly penetrate. The “explicit” teaching also includes the Secret
School; for example, the Great Compassion Mantra, and the Six-
Character Great Bright Mantra both belong to the Secret School. The
Sarangama Mantra is even more secret. “Secret” is just “no mutual
knowing.”

Ignorant people say that secret things are the best. Why? Because
they are secret, and not publicly transmitted. So people who don’t
understand the Buddhadharma speak of the supernatural and
mysterious saying, “Oh! I cant tell this to you! It’s from the Secret
School, and it can’t be spoken for you to hear!” If they can’t speak
of it to others, why mention it? Why do they say they can't talk
about it? If it’s really the Secret School, and it’s best not to speak
of it, why do they say, “I cant tell you?” Their “not talking” is just
talking about it. Is this “refusal to speak of it” speaking of it or not?
Yes, it’s speaking of it. Why do they talk this way? Because they don't
understand the Buddhadharma, and are completely unaware of what
the Secret School is.

Now I will tell you about the Secret School. Mantras are not secret.
The Secret School is the magical response which comes from your
recitation of mantras; I can’'t know your response. I recite mantras
and have my magical response, and you do not know of it. This
is “no mutual knowing.” The ability and power are unknown, and
therefore are called the Secret School. It’s not mantras, but the power
of mantras that is the Secret School. This is the meaning of the Secret
School.

If mantras are really secret, they should not be transmitted to
other people; for if you transmit a mantra to someone else, it is no
longer secret. It is the same as the Sixth Patriarch’s answer to Hui

Ming’s question:
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“He (Hui Ming) further asked, ‘Apart from the above secret
speech and secret meaning; is there yet another secret meaning?’

Hui Neng said, “What has been spoken to you is not secret. If you
reverse the illumination, the secret is on your side.””

Speak it and it is not secret. Take a look; he said it very clearly.
Once spoken, it is no longer secret. The “secret” is that which is not
transmitted. If it can be transmitted, it is not “secret.” The “secret”
can not be transmitted; it is on your side; it is where you are.

I don’t believe that Secret School Dharma Masters understand
how to explain “secret” dharma. They simply think that mantras are
secret, but all mantras can orally be transmitted to people. There
are no mantras which cannot be spoken. If they couldn’t be spoken,
there would be no way to transmit them. Isnt that right? We are now
speaking true principle. If it is transmittable, it is not secret—it is not
the Secret School.

Because the “secret” is non-transmittable, I say that the “secret”
is the mantra’s power, and there is no way anyone can tell you about
it. No one can say, “This mantra has this power, and when you recite
it such and such will happen.” There is no way to tell you. It is like
a man drinking water; he himself knows whether it is hot or cold.
The “secret” is that which you know and others don’t. The strength
is secret, the response is secret, the function is secret; it is not the
mantra that is secret. Now does everyone understand?

Now I will talk about the Six Character Great Bright Mantra.

The first character is “nan” (Sanskrit: om2). When you recite “nan”
once, all ghosts and spirits must place their palms together. Why do
they put their palms together? To maintain the rules and regulations.
Conforming to the regulations, they follow the correct way. Recite
this one character and all ghosts and spirits do not dare rebel and
create confusion; they do not dare disobey orders. This has the
meaning of leading, i.e. lead to the mantra to be mentioned below.
This is the first sound in the mantra.

“Ma ni (Sanskrit: mani)” means “wisdom silence.” Using wisdom
one is able to understand all principles, and thus is able to be silently
extinguished, without production. It is also defined as “separating
from filth” which means leaving all dust and filth. It can be compared
to the “precious as-you-will pearl” which is extremely pure, with no
defilement. Whatever excellence you wish to bring forth, if you have
the “precious as-you-will pearl” it can be done. It can also fulfill your
wishes in accord with your thoughts. Every vow you make will be
fulfilled. These are its benefits.

“Pa mi (Sanskrit: padme)” actually should read “pa te mi.” It



=—UIThfE > o] DARE CoomlFE -
IBJEUT R
VAN
SREAGECHHENE - ENEERGETER 0 Bt

WMA
» AHAHNIE e 5% Y R o

TEB S REAL 0 BE
B > SRV -

TR e B THE S o (PR AL
BV ALK - U2 T E &
B FAGEESZ I AHEE IR T B
flEl TOHSE ' IRAE TR EE - SE
WLRETR T o SCHE(E T EEL ) ¥ o (RIS
SRATTEE > AT LARKEEHY -

—iEfE (NFRER) - EESE -
IR - MEEASN] o BE EER -
Pl s SEsiseE (ONFRER) 2% -
LA TEAES By ok g E st - S (

ELLEDm A -

ANFRHAR) WOEEAEE - B
RE A n] EEE - ETEAYEEE S A W R

AT fi

itk 0 PTLUEI#E S - SUERFAER -

EEBIVER - S - ISR S K
AR PN Tt A
Pr LSRR — B > A A] i AR 2 1

73 o Ry(HIERGERIEAN AIEE 7 FRAFRERAY -
EEZ—WIZH o ETEE ? {REEH A

Frig (NTREIL) - stA/NIESEHIRERE
N HE E AR Y PR SR RO o AR IEREAY ]

2 BREFBELEFSA SRS =R -

AN BN O o S M AR
ESEIRE - AT (E A ECE AP
HIZRERFFIE (NFRBHE) - #

means “light perfectly illuminating,” and is also defined
as “the opening of the lotus.” It is analogous to the
wonderful lotus flower, which can complete, perfect, and
fulfill, without obstruction. It is the wonderful mind of
Avalokite$vara Bodhisattva. This is “pa mi.”

Next comes “hung ( Sanskrit: hum)” which means “put
forth.” Anything at all can be born from this character
“hung.” It also means “to protect and support.” Recite this
character and all Dharma protectors and good spirits come
to support and protect you. It also means “eradicating
disasters.” Recite this character and whatever difficulties
there are will be eradicated. It also means “success’;
whatever you cultivate can be accomplished.

Recite the Six-Character Great Bright Mantra once,
and the immeasurable Buddhas, Bodhisattvas, and Vajra
Dharma protectors constantly support and protect you.
Therefore, when Avalokite$vara Bodhisattva finished
saying this Six-Character Great Bright Mantra, there were
seven hundred million Buddhas who came to support,
protect, and surround him. The strength and function of
the Six-Character Great Bright Mantra are inconceivable,
the intertwining of the response and way unimaginable;
therefore it is called the Secret School. If one were to
explain in detail, the meanings would be immeasurable
and unlimited; they cannot be completely spoken. So
tonight I will just make a simple explanation for everyone.

Now I will tell you a little of that which cannot be told
of the Secret School’s strength. Why do I say “of that which
cannot be told?” Because my talking does not even contain
one ten thousandth part of it. What is it? If you are able
to constantly recite and maintain the Six-Character Great
Bright Mantra, there will be six paths of light changing
the darkness of the six paths into brightness. It is necessary
that you turn your mind to one when reciting this mantra
to obtain this type of samadhi. Then, not only will the six
paths put forth light, but all of the ten dharma realms will
become the “great light bright treasury.”

So now we know that the Six-Character Great Bright
Mantra has great strength. I hope that everyone will set
aside time from his or her activities to recite the Six-
Character Great Bright Mantra. %
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