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The Sutra of the Past Vows of
Earth Store Bodhisattva with Commentary
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CHAPTER THREE:

CONTEMPLATING THE Karmic ConDITIONS OF BEINGS
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Commentary by the Venerable Master Hua
Translated by the International Translation Institute

Revised by Buddhist Text Translation Society

Not only do these dogs and snakes bite, they are also spewing
fire. Their mouths spew flames, while their bodies are roasted
by fire and give off a putrid stench. Anyone who smells it will
feel like vomiting their guts out. This is not a pleasant feeling.
You don’t have to go there and look, just imagine it and you
know it is uncomfortable. These iron snakes and dogs race back

and forth along the top of that hell’s wall.

Sitra:

In that hell, there is a bed that extends for ten thousand
miles. One person undergoing punishment sees his or
her own body covering the entire bed. When hundreds of
thousands of people undergo punishment simultaneously,
each still sees his or her own body covering the bed. That
is how retributions are undergone by those who have
committed various offenses.

Commentary:

In that hell, there is a bed that is not for beings there to sleep,
but to make offenders suffer. How big is this bed? It extends
for ten thousand miles. One person undergoing punishment
sees his or her own body extending across and covering
the entire bed. When hundreds of thousands of people
undergo punishment simultaneously, each still sees his or
her own body covering the bed. That is how retributions are
undergone by those who have committed various offenses.

SRS SIS T - . These punishments are a result of bad karma.
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