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Commentary by the Venerable Master Hua

English Translated by the International Translation Institute

To those who can be saved by the god Sovereign Ease (Skt.
[$vara,) she appears as the god Sovereign Ease and teaches them the
Dharma. The god Sovereign Ease is classed among the heavenly
demons and deviant practitioners. Some religions claim that
they alone are the highest and deny the existence of the Buddha,
the Dharma, and the Sangha. Why? Because they experience so
much bliss and are so carefree. Guanyin Bodhisattva doesn’t blame
them. When she observes that their conditions have ripened,
she’ll manifest as the god Sovereign Ease and teach them the
Buddhadharma, converting them in the process. To those who
can be saved by the god Great Sovereign Ease (Skt. Mahesvara,)
she appears as the god Great Sovereign Ease and teaches them the
Dharma.

To those who can be saved by a mighty heavenly general,
she appears as a mighty heavenly general and teaches them the
Dharma. There are two ways to explain “mighty heavenly general.”
You could say that this passage refers to a god in the heavens who
is a great general. You could also say that it refers to gods who have
used up their heavenly blessings and become great generals among
human beings. Generals may have a lot of authority, but they
don’t necessarily understand the Buddhadharma. In that case, they
create all kinds of karma and undergo various kinds of retribution.
Guanyin Bodhisattva observes their causes and conditions and,
seeing how they can be saved, manifests as a great general in order
to teach them the Dharma. Having received the guidance of the
Buddhadharma and understood it, they turn from confusion and
go toward awakening, putting aside all worldly happiness to seek
limitless and transcendent bliss.
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