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Strengthening Dharma Ties and Spiritual Fellowship
— A Note on Monastic and Lay Visitors from Abhayagiri

Monastery Visiting CTTB
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On April 19, 2025, the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas
(CTTB) was honored to receive a group of fourteen visitors from
Abhayagiri Monastery, comprising four bhikshus, three novices,
and seven lay practitioners. Although the visit was originally to
be led by Abbot Ajahn Naniko, he was unable to attend due to
back pain. In his stead, the group was led by Ajahn Kacciana
Bhikkhu.

The group arrived shortly after 2:00 PM and was received
with warm hospitality in the Administration Office’s conference
room, where they enjoyed tea and a brief orientation. Following
this welcome, Dharma Masters Heng Chiang and Jin Yan led the
group on a guided tour of several key locations at CT'TB: No
Word Hall, Buddha Hall, Dharma Realm Buddhist University,
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and the Exhibition Center.

Among the visiting Sangha were Bhikkhu
Dhirabodhi, Bhikkhu Jino, and Bhikkhu
Suhajjo, along with three laymen: Andrew,
Kiran, and Garrett. The group departed after
4:30 PM, expressing their appreciation for the
hospitality and the opportunity to remember
the Venerable Master, to revisit this spiritual
place, and to re-connect with the CTTB
community.

The visit happened during the 2025 CTTB
Ten Thousand Buddha
marking a year of the Venerable Master’s 30™

Repentance, also
anniversary of entering Nirvana — probably
an endearing memory of the Venerable Master
sparked their initial thought to come to CTTB,
especially to pay their respect to the sharira at
No Words Hall. This was confirmed when one
of the bhikshus said with a touch of sadness
that, so many years ago, when he visited DRBU
and attended their sessions, Jin Chuan Shi and
he were both lay practitioners. Now time has
flown and they are both monks, yet in different
traditions. All in all, this event holds significance
— a meaningful occasion to strengthen Dharma
ties between the two communities, leaving all
participants with a sense of spiritual kinship. &
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