A Brief Introduction to the Buddha Speaks the
Sutra of Visualizing the Buddha Infinite Life (continueq)
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A Dharma Talk Given by Bhikshuni Jin Yu in the Online Lecture Series
at Gold Buddha Monastery, Vancouver, BC, Canada on October 7, 2022

£ (umhpg ) =5 —KRIE=E The key lines in the Commentaries on the Visualization Sutra in

ST Four Fascicles say:
B The Teaching Host of the Saha World,
B R Upon request,
PP P X 2P Revealed an important Dharma-door to the Pure Land.
Xz L E RN e The Teaching Host refers to Shakyamuni Buddha, who, as an

N ESRA R ARG K > BEBIF#  answer to Lady VaidehTs request, widely opened the important
HHYEFT - EEEEEE - MFEEY  Dharma-door to the Pure Land. What is this essential Dharma-door
AFTE ? of great importance?

TR RRRR > AR H s Great Master Shandao explained: As many practices lead to the
TTFIRZ - FTLAEEERFBIEE Pure Land, Shakyamuni specifically categorized them into two group:
FRaN T - — S AFE—HL Dharma-doors of Meditative Practice which help cultivators focus
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their mind (referring to the first thirteen of the sixteen visualization
methods)

Dharma-doors of Practice at ordinary time, which stop evils
and cultivate goodness (referring to the the last three of the sixteen
visualization methods.)

The verse continues:

The able one who brings peace and happiness.
Promulgates the great vows of exceptional meaning.

The able one refers to Amitabha Buddha who has made special
vows to take both good and evil ordinary beings to the Pure Land of
Ultimate Bliss.

The verse continues:

Through the teachings from the two Venerable Ones,
The Pure Land Dharma-door is thrown wide open.

Shakyamuni Buddha now teaches us the Samadhi of Visualizing
the Buddha, while Amitabha Buddha taught all unenlightened beings
the Samadhi of Reciting the Buddha’s Name. One Buddha uses
visualization while the other Buddha uses recitation practice to take
beings of various propensities to the Pure Land with a singleminded
resolve.

Master Shandao also said, “With Shakyamuni Buddha giving
a push on this side, and Amitabha Buddha offering a pull on the
other side, there’s no reason to not get there. This is indeed a flawless
synchronized effort between the lord of Saha World and sages of
Western Pure Land!”

As for the scope of the teachings, this sutra is of the treasury of
Mahayana Bodhisattvas. From this classification, we understand
that resolving on bodhi is a requirement for rebirth in the Pureland.
Next, would you regard this Sutra as gradual cultivation or sudden
awakening?

The Visualization Sutra says, “The Buddha is created by the mind;
the mind is just the Buddha.” In other words, we are all endowed
with the Buddha nature. If we practice being mindful of the Buddha,
then we can become a Buddha. Isnt this the most perfect Dharma
practice there is?

The second section of the Four Fascicles is the Introduction, which
set the background for the Visualization Sutra. The Buddha taught

this sutra twice.
50 To be continued





