crE BlbEABE (585)

EVENTS IN THE LIFE OF THE VENERABLE MASTER: THE PERIOD IN HONG

55. ZPLRANIK

REHRURT EA > RBEE
EAHY (FEH) - R E
AN B BRI SLIIGR - R T
T AORMERE - AT & e (i
AT 2R EA > TSR

AT (E 72T A2 ARG AT
J:A ......
Rt

200151 H12H B R F 2L
AR

BAE A Z BRI RETAL -
AT TTE > FEAEPHEEE
AAREY » BUIREVIN & - BFEE
B — I8 A > At 2 AR AR Bl ¢
0y > M AT S VR BRAE TR -
A e AN - N RSB L
AR EANESE > Kt
THARMORAISCET - e T
HEEENE - £ T B
A E T VRS -

10l &BIERE —o_AFAA

BERMAEEL w0
Crossing Hong Kong

on the Ship of Compassion

in the Sea of Awakening (continued)

EANEAEHEBEEL BTHSG
B R AR ENE N4 S sE
bb B RE F

2L aF aF

S RERE ST
A New Edition by the Committee for the Publication of
Venerable Master Hsuan Hua’s Biography

English Translated by Malaysia Translation Team
Revised by Bhikshuni Heng Ching and Cai Lili

55. Taking Refuge — Without Discrimination

Gwo Nei took refuge under the Venerable Master after reading
stories about his life. She also hoped the Venerable Master could help
cure her ailing husband. Later, wishing to seek blessings and wisdom
for her children, she brought her two biological children to take refuge
as well. However, the children from her husband’s previous marriage
never had the opportunity to meet the Venerable Master.

Lay Disciple Gwo Nei
A Talk at Hong Kong Buddhist Lecture Hall — January 12, 2001

I took refuge under the Venerable Master in my twenties. Now,
at seventy-five, I have taken refuge at Western Bliss Garden. At the
time, one of my staff members, who had already taken refuge with
the Venerable Master, showed me a book filled with stories about his
life. My husband was ill then, and the book contained true accounts
of how the Venerable Master had helped people. That inspired me to
seek refuge and ask for his help. I started from Prince Street, asked
for directions along the way, and walked a long distance until I finally
arrived at Western Bliss Garden.

When I met the Venerable Master, I told him I wanted to take refuge
together with my husband. The Venerable Master replied, “Then wait
until your husband is ready, and we can talk about it.” Hearing that, I
telt like leaving right away. But a layperson helping in the kitchen said
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to me, “You should take refuge first.
Later, you can bring your husband
to take refuge t00.” So, I took refuge
that very day.

Because I enjoy wearing beautiful
clothes, the Venerable Master gave
me the Dharma name Gwo Nei—
the character “Nei” in Chinese means
“beautiful.” After the ceremony, I
knelt and listened as the Venerable
Master spoke to me, but I couldn’t
quite understand what he was saying,.

Since I lived very far away and
the road was remote, I wasn’t able to
visit Western Bliss Garden often.

Once, when 1 visited Western Bliss Garden, the
Venerable Master said to me, “You should hold a religious
ceremony.” So, I performed one on behalf of my husband.
Later, after Tze Hing Monastery was built, the Venerable
Master said, “Last time you donated two hundred dollars,
so now there’s a long-life plaque for you at Tze Hing
Monastery.”

In 1956, my husband passed away. I was still very
young at the time and had a large, complicated family
to care for, so I rarely visited Western Bliss Garden. After
the inheritance was settled, I wished to seek blessings and
wisdom for my children, so I returned to the Buddhist
Lecture Hall. I helped out with various tasks and took
part in the Earth Store Sutra recitation Dharma Assembly.

Both of my children have taken refuge under the
Venerable Master. However, because I was the second wife,
I didn’t bring my husband’s five sons and two daughters
from his first marriage to take refuge with the Master.

One day, the Venerable Master said to me, “You should
bring all the children to take refuge, not just your own.
You seem hesitant and always follow what others say.” His
words left me feeling uneasy, and [ realized I had been
selfish.

Since then, I have often bowed before the Buddha to
repent for this matter.

$0To be continued
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