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Dharma Realm Buddhist University
Co-Sponsors Pi Day Al Conference
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Written and translated by Yu-Chung Chang
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First from left: Professor Doug Powers; second from left: Professor Martin Verhoeven.
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Pasadena College and the California Institute
of Technology jointly held a Pi Day Al Conference
from March 13 to 15, 2025, exploring the future
of artificial intelligence from both technological
and humanistic perspectives. The Dharma Realm
Buddhist University (DRBU) and California State
University, Los Angeles, co-sponsored this event.
Professor Doug Powers, Vice President of Finance
and Administration at Dharma Realm Buddhist
University (DRBU), Professor Martin Verhoeven,
Dean of Academics, and Megan Sweet, Director of
University Relations, were invited to deliver lectures
in Pasadena, California. On March 14, Professor
Doug Powers and Megan Sweet gave their respective
presentations titled “Humanism and the Digital
Revolution” and “Buddhist Humanistic Education
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in Practice.” Their talks emphasized nurturing human
values and awareness amid rapid technological change.

Professor Powers began by outlining DRBU’s mission
to integrate Western, Chinese Confucian-Buddhist, and
Indian philosophical traditions. While Al is rapidly
outpacing humans in logic and data analysis, President
Powers stressed the irreplaceable uniqueness of individual
human experience: “You cannot duplicate any moment
of experience of any human being.” He emphasized that
education must foster self-awareness and human insight
to prepare students for a world increasingly shaped by Al.

Professor Powers argued that reflective learning rooted
in classic texts across cultures helps students understand
consciousness and meaning beyond technological function.
This, he suggested, is key to preserving our humanity.

Meghan Sweet then introduced DRBU’s educational
framework, built on three pillars: Core Texts, Embodied
Pedagogy, and Service and Community. She described how
students study foundational works from Buddhist, Indian,
Chinese, and Western traditions. Learning at DRBU
extends beyond reading—students engage in meditation,
contemplative practices, and retreats to deeply experience
the material.

Sweet highlighted that this embodied pedagogy
integrates mind, body, and emotion, cultivating a holistic,
human-centered education especially relevant in the
digital age. “Students learn through the texts, not just
about them,” she noted.

The third pillar—Service and Community—addresses
the growing problem of social isolation. Sweet cited the
Surgeon General’s 2023 warning of a loneliness epidemic
and explained how DRBU builds community through
small class sizes, shared experiences, and debt-free access to
education.

Returning to the stage, Professor Powers stressed the
need for mindful awareness in the face of digital distraction.
Without reflection and internal stillness, people risk
becoming “mechanical algorithms”—reactive rather than
reflective beings. DRBU, he said, strives to cultivate
concentration and presence in its students, enabling them
to engage more meaningfully with the world.

The session ended with a thoughtful discussion about
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the irreplaceable nature of human consciousness. Professor
Powers reaffirmed that while Al can mimic cognition, it cannot
replicate the depth of authentic human experience. The Pi Day
event offered a compelling case for education rooted in wisdom,
reflection, and community as essential for the digital age.

Professor Martin Verhoeven delivered a lecture titled “Ethical
Issues and Challenges of AI” at Pasadena College on the 15%,
where he critiqued the growing divide between science and
humanities.

He revisited the Greek myth of Prometheus, often celebrated
in tech circles as a symbol of innovation and enlightenment. “But
read the myth closely,” Verhoeven cautioned. “Prometheus was
punished not merely for defiance, but for granting divine power
to ‘creatures of a day'—humans lacking the wisdom to wield it.”
He drew a parallel to Al: “Are we repeating this—unleashing
power without foresight or humility?”

Professor Verhoeven shared an anecdote about his late friend
Sam Eletr (a Silicon Valley pioneer who contributed to the
Human Genome Project). “At HP” he recalled, “every project
had to answer: “What is it good for? Who benefits?” Today, we
skip these questions. We've swapped ethics for speed—can doesn’t
mean should.”

He noted that the starkest warnings come not from
philosophers but scientists themselves:

— Geoffrey Hinton (“Godfather of AI”) warned of a 10-20%
chance of Al causing human extinction within thirty years.

— Stephen Hawking called Al “either the best or worst thing for
humanity,” capable of curing disease or entrenching oppression.

“These arent outsiders’ critiques,” Professor Verhoeven
shared an anecdote emphasized. “They’re alarms from the field’s
architects.”

In closing, he stressed interdisciplinary dialogue: “We
must resist utopian hype and paralyzing despair. Science and
humanities cannot drift apart—we need both wings to fly. Al
advances rapidly, but wisdom takes time. Humanity must catch
up... or it'll be too late.”

Pi Day 2025 - Al Conference at Caltech (Friday, March 14,
6:15 pm - 8:30 pm) is available for online viewing at https://
youtu.be/VHshqCd10OiM. Pi Day 2025 - Al Conference at
Pasadena Community College (Saturday, March 15, 1:10 pm
- 4:30 pm is also available at https://youtube.com/live/tezql
AuiRO0?feature=share. &
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