EVENTS IN THE LIFE OF THE VENERABLE MASTER: THE PERIOD IN HONG
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54. Been Waiting for You for a Long Time

With the eye of wisdom, the Venerable Master observed the causes
and conditions of sentient beings. Out of great compassion, he guided
those who were lost and confused, helping them awaken swiftly and
return to the compassionate home of the Buddha, the kind father of
all. When the time is right and the conditions are ripe, the Venerable
Master uses skillful and expedient means to gather them in.

Lay Disciple Lo Tam Zan (Dharma Name: Gwo Hei)
Talk at Hong Kong Buddhist Lecture Hall — January 12, 2001

Back then, I was in my twenties ('m now seventy-one). Gwo Chan
and I lived on the same floor. One day, I noticed she had a photo of
the Venerable Master, and above the photo were the words “A Living
Buddha in the World.” Curious, I asked her why those words were
written on the photo. Gwo Chan replied,
you to bow to the Buddha!” And so, she brought me to bow to the

Buddha.
At the time, my children were still young, and the Western Bliss

“It’s very moving. I'll take

Garden was located high up in the mountains, which made it quite
inconvenient to bring the kids along. As a result, I only went to bow to
the Buddha on the first and fifteenth days of the lunar month.

At that time, the Venerable Master was the only left-home person
there. In the evenings, he would lecture on the sutras, while the lay
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disciples would lead the Dharma
assemblies, such as the Guanyin
Bodhisattva and Amitabha Buddha
Recitation sessions.

In 1954, my son suddenly
developed some sharp growths
on his body. We took him to the
hospital for X-rays, but the doctors
couldn’t determine the cause. Gwo
Chan suggested, “Why not ask the
Venerable Master for help?” So, I
went to see the Venerable Master,
knelt before him, and asked for
assistance.

The Venerable
“Why are you kneeling here?”

Master asked,

I replied, “My son has developed some pointed growths on
his body. Every time I bathe him, they cut into my hands.”

The Venerable Master said, “I don’t know how to heal
people.”

I insisted, “But you do! Gwo Chan’s whole family says you
know how to heal.”

He asked, “Do you truly believe in me?”

I said firmly, “I do!”

The Venerable Master responded, “Good! Then you should
take refuge.”

I hesitated and said, “But how can we take refuge? We don’t
have any money.”

He replied, “Does taking refuge require money?”

I asked, “How can someone take refuge without paying
anything?”

The Venerable Master said, “You dont need money. I've
been waiting for you for a long time, but you never came back.”

I answered, “I didn’t have any money, and I was young. I
didn’t understand.”

He reassured me, “You don’t need to understand. As long
as you know you must return and bow to the Buddha, that’s
enough.”

After I took refuge, I was given the Dharma name Gwo Hei.
The Venerable Master asked me to bring my son to him. He
gave him a blessing, and within less than a week, the pointed
growths on his body disappeared.

5 To be continued





