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The Siarangama Mantra
with Verse and Commentary
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Commentary by the Venerable Master Hsuan Hua
English Translated by the International Translation Institute

Revised by Bhikshuni Jin Zheng

The unsurpassed bright spiritual Mo he sa dan duo bo da la
mantra that is atop the Buddha’s Summit.

The First Assembly:
The Vairochana True Dharma Assembly

We pay utmost homage to the Bhagavan, the World-Honored
One;
1o the boundless Dharma-Jewel, wondrous and serene;
10 the assembly of sages and worthy ones from the ten directions
With one heart, we bow to Heaven among the Heavens.
—By Venerable Master Hua

The true words of the first assembly; this is called the
Vairochana True Dharma Assembly. Below there are twelve
dharma-doors of Secret Words. They all flow forth and are
proclaimed by the true mind of the one Vairochana Dharma
Body. Dharma Master Huaidi notes, “Itis the great Vairochana
Buddha assembly.”

Explanation:

This is called the Vairochana True Dharma Assembly.
Below there are twelve Dharma-doors of Secret Words. They
all flow forth and are proclaimed by the true mind of the one
Vairochana Dharma Body. Dharma Master Huaidi notes, “It
is the great Vairochana Buddha assembly.” It is the Vairochana
Buddha Summit Assembly.
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Na mo sa dan tuo - Su qie duo ye - A luo he di - San miao
san pu tuo xie

Explanation:

Now we have arrived at the mantra. “Na mo sa dan tuo - Su gie
duo ye + A luo he di + San miao san pu tuo xie.” This is a four-line
mantra.

What does “Namo” mean? The word “Namo” means I now
respectfully bow. It means that I am sincerely and reverently bowing.
Whom am I bowing to? I now bow to the “Sa dan tuo.” The meaning
after “Sa dan tuo” is taking refuge with all the Thus Come Ones
of Worthy and Proper and Equal Enlightenment. The meaning
is to respectfully return one’s life to the everlasting, inexhaustible,
unending Three Jewels—the Buddha, the Dharma, and the Sangha—
which pervades the ten directions and exhausts empty space and the
Dharma Realm.

“Cerification” means to verify or to give evidence. What do we
use as cerification? We refer to the Collection of True Words. This text
explains how this particular mantra is. If one wishes to cultivate this
Dharma practice, one should first say this four-line verse. These four
lines express the following;:

We bow our heads to the light of the great Buddha’s Summit.

The Sitran gama, foremost of the ten thousand practices of the
Thus Come One.

If one can, with a sincere mind, maintain and recite it,

One will obtain everything one seeks.

We bow our heads to the light of the great Buddha's Summit.
The invisible summit of the Buddha emits light from which comes a
transformation-body Buddha speaking the spiritual mantra.

The Sﬁraﬁgama, Jforemost of the ten thousand practices of the
Thus Come One. Among all the practices cultivated by the Tathagata,
the most essential is the Sarangama Mantra.

If one can, with a sincere mind, maintain and recite it. If one
can sincerely maintain and concentrate one’s mind on the Sﬁraﬂgama
Mantra, one will be able to obtain all that one seeks.

One will obtain everything one seeks.

Therefore, before reciting the Sﬁraﬁgama Mantra, one should
first recite this verse. This is what is meant by “Certification”.

52 To be continued
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