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Commentary by the Venerable Master Hua

English Translated by the International Translation Institute

Because they were awakened by the Buddha’s voice, they’re
called Sravakas [literally, “sound hearers”].

The Sravakas and Pratyekabuddhas are called the Two Vehicles.
Those of the Two Vehicles are also known as the Lesser Vehicle.
Whats “lesser” about them? And what’s so great about the Great
Vehicle? Basically, nothing is big and nothing is small. Big and
small are based on the discriminating thoughts of living beings.
Some minds are big and others are small. The original capacity of
our minds extends to the ends of space and the Dharma realm.
However, we're not able to apply our Tathagatagarbha nature.
Some people can use a small part of it, and others can use a little
bit more. Some people can use it in its entirety.

Those who can use the entire Tathagatagarbha nature are
Buddhas. They have returned to the source and recovered their
original nature. Those who can use a large portion of it are
Bodhisattvas. Bodhisattvas have great wisdom, so they can utilize
more of their innate treasures. Those of the Lesser Vehicle know
less and use less, so they are called the Lesser Vehicle.

Awakening to the Path through hearing the Buddha’s voice,
these people are called Sravakas. To those who are receptive to
being taught by a Sravaka, Guanyin Bodhisattva appears as a
Sravaka and teaches them the Dharma of the four noble truths.

Sutra:
“To those who can be saved by a brahma, she appears as a
brahma and teaches them the Dharma.”
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Commentary:

To those who can be saved by a brahma, she appears
as a brahma and teaches them the Dharma. A brahma is a
lord in the great Brahma heavens. Brahma means “pure.” A
brahma feels very free and independent.

Satra:
“To those who can be saved by Sakra, she appears as
Sakra and teaches them the Dharma.”

Commentary:

In the Amitibha Sitra, Sakra is referred to as the god
Indra. There is not just one Sakra. There are many. At this
time, we only know about the Trayastrimsa Heaven [the
Heaven of the Thirty-Three] here in our world, where our
Lord Sakra resides. Many people call him God. The line of
the Strangama Mantra that says “namo indraya” (mantra
line#29 Na Mo Yin Tuo La Ye) refers to Sakra. Many people
know and worship him as the Almighty God who possesses
tremendous power, great authority, and great spiritual
powers.

Sakras live only in the heavens, and their life span is
limited. Sakras rule all the gods and take care of business in
the heavens. So they have great authority.

“To those who can be saved by Sakra, she appears
as Sakra and teaches them the Dharma.” Guanyin
Bodhisattva will assume the identity of Sakra in order to save
living beings who can be taken across in that way. She teaches
the Dharma to them in the form of a Sakra. Why does she
take the form of a Sakra in order to teach them the Dharma?
I’s easy to take living beings across if you're the same as they
are. They’re more likely to accept your teaching that way. It’s
easy to be friends with someone in your own line of work.
Business people are friends with business people, students
with students, Buddhists with Buddhists, gamblers with
gamblers, and robbers with robbers. People seek out their
own kind; things are grouped by categories. People of the
same kind usually identify as a group and become friends.
For this reason, Guanyin Bodhisattva will manifest in a form
similar to those she wishes to teach and will share common
interests with them.
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