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A Brief Introduction to the Buddha Speaks the
Sutra of Visualizing the Buddha Infinite Life (continueq)
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A Dharma Talk Given by Bhikshuni Jin Yu in the Online Lecture Series
at Gold Buddha Monastery, Vancouver, BC, Canada on October 7, 2022
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Master ShanddoZ2#E of the Tang Dynasty left the home life at
the age of ten. He first studied the Lotus Sutra, the Vimalakirti Sutra,
and other Mahayana scriptures. Upon seeing the painting: Depiction
of the Western Pure Land, and reading the Sutra of Visualizing the
Buddha Infinite Life, he was overwhelmed with joy and immediately
vowed to be reborn in the Pure Land.

When he was twenty-three, while in deep contemplative samadhi,
he beheld the Land of Ultimate Bliss and was moved to tears. At the
age of twenty-nine, he made a formal visit to Master DaochuoZE 45
in Shanxi and received the Sutra of Visualizing the Buddha Infinite
Life from him. Joyfully praising the sutra, he exclaimed, “This is an
essential method for entering the Buddha’s path. Other practices are
eccentric and difficult to perfect. Only this practice allows one to
quickly transcend birth and death.”

Master Shandéo strictly upheld the precepts. He often traveled
alone and refrained from idle conversation in order to focus
wholeheartedly on reciting the Buddha’s name without distraction.
His recitation was so profound that rays of light were said to shine
from his mouth with each utterance of the Buddha’s name, earning
him the title “Radiant Monk.”

He was instrumental in transforming Pure Land practices into
a formal Buddhist school and spent decades tirelessly spreading
the Pure Land Dharma-door. Since his initial aspiration to practice
Pure Land Dharma arose from seeing a painting of the Western Pure
Land, he deeply understood the powerful impact of visual art. For
this reason, he emphasized its use in promoting Pure Land practice.
His illustrations of the Land of Ultimate Bliss were widespread,
appearing in more than three-hundred locations. The murals in the
Dunhuidngst& Caves depicting the Sutra of Visualizing the Buddha
Infinite Life are considered the masterworks of Master Shandéo.
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