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The Sutra of Emperor Wu of Liang Dynasty Inquiring
of Chan Master Zhi Gong about Cause and Effect (contnued)
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The Emperor asked further, “What about the merit and
virtue of liberating life? ”

The Master answered: “The merit and virtue of liberating
life is limitless. A sutra says that all beings, including small
insects and those partially endowed with intelligence, have the
Buddha nature. Due to their confusion, delusion and causes
and conditions, they either ascend or descend on the wheel of
transmigration, undergoing rounds of death and rebirth. They
become each other’s six kinds of relatives and retinue, yet since
their identities have changed, they no longer recognize their
past-life relatives. If one can bring forth a mind of kindness,
compassion, joy, and equanimity to purchase and liberate
captive creatures, then in the present life, one’s lifespan will
be lengthened and have less illnesses. Moreover, in the future,
one will attain Buddhahood.

A verse for liberating life goes:

Liberating life accords with the will of Heaven.

1t conforms with the principle of the Buddpa.

1t embodies the compassion of Guanyin Bodbisattva.

1t embodies the practice of Samantabhadra Bodhisattva.

Liberating life will free oneself from distress and worry.
One who liberates life rarely becomes sick.
Ones family lineage will prosper.

One will have a stable career in the government.

Liberating life will free oneself from the three calamities;
Auspiciousness will pervade one’s household.
Rewards for liberating life and retributions for taking life

Apre as clear as reflections in a mirror.”
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