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The Sutra of the Past Vows of
FEarth Store Bodhisattva with Commentary
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CHAPTER THREE:

CONTEMPLATING THE Karmic CoNDITIONS OF BEINGS
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Commentary by the Venerable Master Hua
Translated by the International Translation Institute

Revised by Buddhist Text Translation Society

Commentary:

The fire above the city shoots from the eastern part of the city
all the way to the west wall; and from western part to the east
wall. Balls of fire also shoot from the southern part of the city to
the north wall; and from northern part to south wall. There are
fires and evil beasts everywhere in this hell. The walls of that city
are topped by an unbroken mass of fire. Within the city are
many interconnected hells, each with a different name.

Sutra:

There is just one hell called Relentless. Its circumference is
eighteen thousand miles. The wall of that hell is a thousand
miles high, totally made of iron, and covered with a fire
burning downward that is met by a fire burning upward. Iron
snakes and dogs spewing fire race back and forth along the
top of that wall.

Commentary:

There is just one hell called Relentless. This hell is named
Relentless because the sufferings there are incessant. Who are
the souls suffering in the hells? Those who committed offenses.
When people have committed offenses, their spirits fall into the
hells to undergo suffering. Typically, someone dies without being
too consciousness of the pain. For example, someone is burned
to death at once in a fire or someone dies at once from the slash
of a knife. Once they are dead, they do not feel any pain. In
the hells, however, do beings feel pain after death? They do not,

either. s0To be continued



