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City of Ten Thousand Buddhas and the City of Ukiah Co-host

Lunar New Year Celebration
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By Developing Virtue Secondary School Girls Division
Chinese translated by Zhong Wenshi
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Since 2012, students from Instilling Goodness Elementary
School and Developing Virtue Secondary School (IGDVS)
at the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas (CTTB) have been
performing in Ukiah during the Lunar New Year, setting up
booths and celebrating with the residents of the Ukiah Valley
(except during the pandemic). This year (2025), in partnership
with the Ukiah City’s “VisitUkiah” program, this event was held
for the first time inside the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas on
February 8 from noon to 3 PM, attracting hundreds of people
to celebrate the Year of the Snake.

One of the highlights of the celebration was the incredible
talent of students who showcased their skills through a variety
of performances. The lion, dragon, and snake drum dances,
symbols of good fortune and prosperity, were met with applause
as students moved with grace and energy. Musical performances
included Chinese orchestra and renditions of Chinese New Year
songs that filled the air with festive cheer, while joyful Chinese
dances transported attendees to the heart of Lunar New Year
celebrations.

The event was not just about performances but also about
sharing food and cultural experiences with one another. The food
booths, featuring Jyun Kang’s vegetarian dishes, were a popular
attraction. Guests had the opportunity to savor flavorful curry,
sweet and sour balls, crispy spring rolls, and steamed buns—
each bite bursting with the comforting flavors of tradition.
Other booths showcased a rich variety of rice cakes, buns, tea
tastings, Korean snacks, and unique Asian drinks. There were
also booths led by student-run non-profit organizations (Her
Dreams Matter; Children of the World; Business Women;
and Interactive Club), Dharma Realm Buddhist University
(DRBU), as well as IGDVS. These organizations highlighted

the commitment of students to serve their community and
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promoting global understanding.

. The Buddhist Text
Society (BTTS)
Goodness books booth attracted

Translation
and Instilling

book lovers. The Lunar New Year
couplets written by students were
very popular, selling out completely.
Proceeds from over a dozen booths
were donated to Los Angeles
wildfire victims, several charities,
and CTTB Education Fund.

John Haschak, Chair of the
County Board of

Supervisors, and Katrina Kessen,

Mendocino
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John Haschak, Chair of the Mendocino
County Board of Supervisors graced the

Executive Director at Greater

Ukiah  Business
Alliance, both graced the event with

event with his speech. and Tourism

their wonderful speeches. Supervisor Haschak is very familiar with
CTTB and IGDVS. Before entering politics, the Supervisor taught
in Willits, a half-hour drive north of Ukiah, and taught “English as
a Second Language” courses at the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas
Summer School. He strongly agrees with the virtue-based educational
philosophy of the Venerable Master Hua. Supervisor Haschak’s son
and daughter both attended Developing Virtue Secondary School for
several years, during which time he served as PTO president. A core
teacher at Instilling Goodness Elementary School Boys Division even
applied to teach there on Supervisor Haschak's recommendation.

Ukiah City Council Member Juan Orozco also attending the event,
stated, “The Lunar New Year Celebration at CTTB this year was
uplifting and hopeful in a period of uncertainty in our communities.
Events like this are of upmost importance for the health and wellbeing
of our communities.”

Lisa Kvasnicka, president of the Willits Chamber of Commerce, and
her husband, the Chamber's event coordinator John Kvasnicka, also
attended. This was their first time at CT'TB, experiencing a different
culture. John Kvasnicka expressed that the people in CTTB were very
nice and polite, and each booth had unique cultural characteristics.
They greatly appreciated the Jyun Kang booth and planned to visit
again to dine at the Jyun Kang Vegetarian Restaurant.

As we welcome the Year of the Snake, the festivities at CTTB have
undoubtedly left an indelible mark on the hearts of all who attended,
showcasing the talent of students and the vibrant, multicultural spirit

of the Ukiah community. %
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