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Lectures on Tao Yuanmlng S Poems (Lecture seventeen)
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By Professor Yeh Chia-ying

(continued)

¥4 3% English Translated by Early Bird Translation Team

During China’s Wei-Jin and Jin-Song periods, struggle for political
power was the most intense and ruthless. Should one support the new
or the old dynasty? Reputable scholars or ministers were often forced
to take sides and as a result many scholars died a wretched death. For
instance: The poet Ji Kang f45# (one of the Seven Worthies of the
Bamboo Grove) during the Cdo-Wei period was killed because he
said something that offended the Sim# =] family, who later founded
the JinE
Kings like King Tang of Shang and King Wu of Zhou, as well as
badmouthed Duke Zhou and Confucius” (Ji Kang, “A Letter of My
Terminating Any Relationship with Shan Tao”).

Another well-known poet was Ruan Ji (210-263). Sima Zhao=] 5

i, who controlled the Cdo-Wei Dynasty, wanted to win Ruin over

Dynasty, as it is said “He (Ji Kang) often spoke ill of Sage

by having his son Simd Ydn=|fE ¥ marry Rudn’s daughter so that
they could be linked as in-laws. Ruin was unwilling to betray Cdo-
Wei, but he did not dare to refuse the request directly, so he just
drank every day, and it was said that he got drunk for sixty days
without regaining his sobriety. Simd Zhao had no choice but to give
up his plan. Simi Ydn later usurped the C4o-Wei throne and became
Emperor Wi of Jin.

Therefore, there were so many people drinking wine during the
Wei-Jin and Jin-Song periods, and it was because of the oppressive
political situation at that time. This is the historical background that
we should be aware of.

Having known this, we can understand how rare and precious
T40’s feelings about friendship and his interactions with those people
are as described in the following: Sat on the ground with paved grass
under a pine tree, | Became drunk again after being served wine a few
times./Fatherly elders spoke randomly,/The order of wine-serving was a
mess. He said that “Unaware there is a self, / Much less other things
to cherish!” People have afflictions because of the notion of “self”™—
which they carry with and take so seriously. With so many concerns
over gain and loss, self and others, benefit and harm, you discriminate

things as “noble” and “lowly.” soTo be continued



