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Narrated by Dharma Master Shanyin
English Translated by Early Bird Translation Team

Someone may ask, “If a Buddhist practitioner holds a government
position and is required to sentence a criminal to death, how should
they handle such a situation?”

The answer: “If there is any possibility to mitigate the sentence, one
should try to change the death penalty to life imprisonment. However,
if there is no feasible way to do so, sentencing someone to death does
not necessarily compromise one’s compassion. This is because ending
the life of an evil person can save many innocent people, and such a
ruling can serve as a deterrent to others.”

(That being said, before carrying out the execution, it is essential to
expound the Dharma, particularly the Law of Cause and Effect and
the teachings of the Pure Land, to the condemned individual.)

In one of his past lives, the Buddha encountered an evil man who
had tied up a hundred people and was about to slaughter them all.
Unable to bear such an atrocity, the Buddha took action and killed
the evildoer to save the innocent. He was fully prepared to bear the
karmic consequences of taking a life. This act, though seemingly harsh,
was in fact an expression of great compassion. How can we fully grasp
the Buddhist concept of compassion using only our ordinary, limited
perspective?

An even more ideal approach would be for a judge, after issuing a
ruling, to personally visit the prison and sincerely share the Dharma
with the inmate. Speaking with genuine compassion and earnestness,
the judge could help inspire transformation. In recent years, this
application of the Buddhadharma has taken root in various prisons,
profoundly impacting and reforming countless inmates. Such examples
have been observed in the prison systems of Zhejiang. soTo be continued
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