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A Brief Introduction to the Buddha Speaks the
Sutra of Visualizing the Buddha Infinite Life (continueq)
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A Dharma Talk Given by Bhikshuni Jin Yu in the Online Lecture Series
at Gold Buddha Monastery, Vancouver, BC, Canada on October 7, 2022
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Pure Land Path

Right then and there, Bodhiruchi taught Master Tdnludn&iE
the Sutra of Visualizing the Buddha Infinite Life. He told him, “Those
who are reborn in the Western Land of Ultimate Bliss will be like
Amitabha Buddha, having attained infinite life and thus achieving
true immortality.” From that day on, Master Tdnludn devoted himself
to practicing the Pure Land Dharma. He became a trailblazer who
introduced the concept of secking rebirth in the Western Pure Land.
He said, “Living beings in the Dharma-ending Age have limited roots
of goodness. Burdened by afflictions and easily distracted by external
influences, they tend to regress more than they progress.”

He applied Bodhisattva Nagarjuna’s teaching of the “easy path and
difficult path” as explained in the Commentary on the Rebirth Shastra.
He said, “Why do we face so many setbacks in our time? It is because,
without the Buddha’s physical presence, it is extremely difficult for
us to reach the stage of non-retreat in our cultivation.

The power of one’s own resolve and the assistance of others work
together, just like the two paths—one easy and the other difficult.”

He continued, “When our diligent efforts are supported by the

Buddha’s vow-power, attaining rebirth in the Western Land of Ultimate
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Bliss becomes effortless. Reciting Amitabha Buddha’s name is the easy
path to Buddhahood, guided by the Buddha’s compassionate vows.”
Thus, Master Tdnludn became the first to practice and promote the
method of Buddha-name recitation in northern China.

Master DaochuoiE 44 lived during the turbulentera of the Northern
and Southern Dynasties. Having witnessed both natural and human-
made disasters in his youth, he came to realize the impermanence of
the mundane world and entered monastic life at the age of fourteen.
He diligently studied the Nirvana Sutra, gaining a deep understanding
of the Buddha-nature. However, one question remained unresolved
in his mind: Theoretically, all living beings possess the Buddha-nature,
yet attaining Buddhahood is extraordinarily difficult, as it requires the
right conditions to be met. It is like a seed that, despite its potential,
cannot grow into a towering tree without the right environment—such
as sunlight and rain to nourish it. Among the eighty-four thousand
Dharma doors, which path can ordinary beings truly cultivate to
reach fruition?

One day, he visited the monastery where Master Tanludn had
spent his final years and came across the his writings on the Pure
Land. Filled with excitement, he thought, “Isn’t this exactly what I've
been searching for all along?”

From that moment on, he shifted his practice from the Noble Path
to the Pure Land Path. He dedicated himself to reciting the Buddha’s
name seventy thousand times a day, and lectured on the Suzra of
visualizing the Buddha Infinite Life, inspiring a large following of Pure
Land practitioners. To help everyone keep track of their recitations, he
devised the bean-counting method, which later evolved into today’s
recitation beads.

Master Daochuo followed Master Tdnludn’s teachings on self-
power and other-power, categorizing the Buddha’s teachings into
the Noble Path and the Pure Land Path. He encouraged everyone to
follow the Pure Land Path, as it was easier to practice and realize.

At the age of 68, Master Daochuo predicted the time of his
own passing. Disciples from near and far gathered at his mountain
residence. As they watched, the late Master Tdnludn appeared in the
sky, guiding a vessel of seven jewels. He spoke to Master Daochuo,
saying, “The Pure Land Hall prepared for you in the Land of Ultimate
Bliss is complete, but there is still unfinished work for you in the
Saha World.”What was this unfinished task? The mystery was revealed
twelve years later when a young monk in his twenties came to visit.
That monk was none other than Master Shandéo3%%, who would go
on to be the second patriarch of establish the Pure Land School.

s To be continued



