EVENTS IN THE LIFE OF THE VENERABLE MASTER: THE PERIOD IN HONG
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53. Marvelous Stories from the Chan Retreat

After the opening ceremony of Tze Hing Monastery, whenever a
Guanyin or Buddha recitation retreat was held, more than a hundred
people would come to participate. In the evenings, Dharma talks would
conclude around 10 PM. Most of those who attended were lay disciples in
their forties and fifties, many of whom had to walk long distances to reach
the monastery...

Each year, Tze Hing Monastery hosted at least ten weeks of Chan retreats,
with some years extending to as many as twenty weeks. Many Dharma
Masters who had fled mainland China found refuge here, dedicating
themselves to cultivation. During the Chan retreats, the Venerable Master
enforced strict discipline—no one was allowed to leave the Chan Hall
except to use the restroom.

One such retreat included a wealthy elderly disciple, over ninety years
old. While meditating, his mind would drift to thoughts of building a
grand house for himself, and whenever he felt unwell, he longed for swiftlet
nest soup. The Venerable Master urged him to make Bodhi resolve, but he
refused, often using his poor health as an excuse.

Then, during the third incense session of the retreat, the laywomen
in the hall suddenly heard the clanking of chains and the eerie calls of
impermanence ghosts calling his name. Moments later, he let out a terrified
scream. It was revealed that in a past life, he had owed a debt he refused
to repay and had even killed his creditor to silence him. Now, the spirit
had come to claim his life. Fortunately, the Venerable Master intervened
and mediated the situation. However, the elderly disciple had to repent
sincerely and conduct a liberation ceremony to free the souls of his past
victims. He was also required to vow to support the monastery. Only then

was the matter peacefully resolved. .
p Y s To be continued
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