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The Sutra of the Past Vows of
Earth Store Bodhisattva with Commentary
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CHAPTER THREE:

CONTEMPLATING THE Karmic ConDITIONS OF BEINGS
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Commentary by the Venerable Master Hua
Translated by the International Translation Institute

Revised by Buddhist Text Translation Society

Sutra:

Lady Maya further asked Earth Store Bodhisattva, “Why
is that hell called Relentless?” Earth Store replied, “Worthy
Mother, all the hells are within the Great Iron Ring Mountain.
The eighteen great hells and the five hundred secondary ones
each with their own names. There are hundreds of thousands
more that also have their own names. The Relentless Hell is
found within a city of hells more than eighty thousand miles
in circumference. The walls of that city are made entirely of
iron, rise to a height of ten thousand miles, and are topped
by an unbroken mass of fire. Within the city are many

interconnected hells, each with a different name.

Commentary:

Sakyamuni Buddha’s mother, Lady Maya further asked
Earth Store Bodhisattva, “Why is that hell called Relentless?”

To Sakyamuni Buddha’s mother, Earth Store Bodhisattva
replied, “Worthy Mother, all the hells are within the Great
Iron Ring Mountain. The eighteen great hells are the largest
and the five hundred subsequent ones each with their own
names. Fach name is unique. There are hundreds of thousands
more that also have their own distinct names. What is the
Relentless Hell? The Relentless Hell is found within a city of
hells more than eighty thousand miles in circumference.

The walls of that city are made entirely of iron, rise to a
height of ten thousand miles, and are topped by an unbroken

mass of fire.
5 To be continued
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