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2024 Amitabha Buddha’s Birthday Celebration, Amitabha
Session at the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas

T HE X/E Written and English Translated by Baihua Zhang
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Amitabha Buddha’s Birthday Celebration

A few days before mid-December 2024, there was continuous
rainfall in the Ukaih Valley, where the City of Ten Thousand
Buddhas (CTTB) is located. To everyone’s delight, the rain
stopped on the day celebrating Amitabha Buddha’s birthday,
December 15. The pre-dawn pilgrimage began at 6:50 a.m. on
roads that had been repeatedly washed by rain. The route from
the mountain gate to the Buddha Hall was free of debris and
stones, symbolizing the purification of the participants’ minds
from worries and delusions. The chant “Namo Amitabha Buddha”
echoed through the clouds as the pilgrims bowed every three
steps, filled with Dharma joy.

Meanwhile, the monastics and laypeople who enjoy sutra
recitation recited the Amitabha Sutra in the Buddha Hall.

During the dharma talks at lunch, Dharma Master Heng Lyu,
the abbot of CTTB, reminded everyone of Venerable Master
Hsuan Hua’s teaching: recite the Buddha’s name for the sake of
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all beings, not just for oneself. The noble beings in the Pure Land
continually wish for the happiness of all beings who they help to
achieve peace and joy. If we assist others in this way, our roots of
goodness and blessings will grow, and we will surely be reborn
in the Western Pure Land. Therefore, when we say “Amitabha
Buddha” to others, it is not just a greeting but a sincere wish for
their long life and bright wisdom.

Dharma Master Heng Lyu wished everyone an early Happy
New Year, urging them to cultivate the boundless mind, face
everything with equanimity, and become happy practitioners of
Buddha recitation.

Bhikshu Jin Xing expressed that in terms of Buddha recitation,
Venerable Master Hsuan Hua taught us to focus single-mindedly.
His verse says:

If in reciting the Buddha's name you can recite without a break,

While your mouth is reciting "Amitabha," you'll become one with
him.

When confused thoughts do not arise, one attains samadpi,

And will certainly have hopes to be reborn in the Pure Land.

All day long you should grow weary of Saha's pain,

And lessen your desires for the red dust.

Instead, strengthen your intent to seek rebirth in the Pure Land.

Put down defiled thoughts: just that is pure thought.

Great Strength Bodhisattva’s method of Buddha recitation
in the “Perfect Penetration of Pure Contemplation” also says,
“Collect all six faculties, and pure thoughts will continuously
follow.” Guanyin Bodhisattva’s “Perfect Penetration of the Ear”
teaches: “Turn the hearing inward to listen to the self-nature,
and nature will become the supreme path.” Therefore, whether
we achieve the holy paths or fall into the three evil paths and
six realms depends on our single thought. Bhikshu Jin Xing
suggested memorizing the “Pure Land Text,” contemplating its
meaning daily to plant it deeply in the eighth consciousness. “In
this way, our Buddha recitation will have great power.”

Bhikshuni Heng Yi encouraged everyone with Venerable
Master Hua’s words: “The Pure Land is your original true mind;
one thought turning inward is the Pure Land. When we recite
‘Namo Amitabha Buddha,” we create our own Pure Land. If we
remove polluted thoughts, cut off selfish desires and scattered
thoughts, eliminate jealousy and obstacles, and practice the
Bodhisattva way of benefiting others, we will see the Pure Land
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manifest before us. Thus, the Pure Land is within us and not
to be sought outside. Let us strive diligently to fill the three
thousand great thousand worlds with the Buddha’s name.
Each of us will realize our Pure Land!”

In the afternoon, the Three Refuges and Five Precepts
ceremony was held, attended by more than twenty people
from around the world. Tianyu Jiang from Michigan, USA,
initially hesitated to attend the Amitabha Session due to the
tripling of airfare compared to the previous year. However, the
arrangement of the Three Refuges and Five Precepts ceremony
changed her mind, and she decided to come. She not only
received the Three Refuges and Five Precepts but also took
the Eight Precepts at dawn, which include the requirement
to avoid worldly thoughts for a day and night. Although
challenging, she felt the power of focused mindfulness after
sincerely taking the precepts and found the trip worthwhile.

Amitabha Session (Dec 15-21, 2024)

The Amitabha Session also commenced at the Hall of Ten
Thousand Buddhas. The participants recited the Amitabha
Sutra together and chanted the Buddha’s name. This year’s
participants came from Asia, North America, and Europe.
Several dozen people signed up through the Dharma Realm
Buddhist University’s Extension Division.

Bhikshu Jin Wei, originally from Poland, first attended a
session at CTTB sixteen years ago as a layperson, and it was
an Amitabha Session. At that time, he could only follow three
lines when reciting the Amitabha Sutra in Chinese, and then
he got lost. He was also overwhelmed by the “beasts” that
appeared in his mind. Over the years, not only has he been
able to keep up with the Chinese recitation, but he has also
led the recitation of the “Universal Door Chapter” in Chinese
during the Guanyin Session at CTTB together with Bhikshu
Jin Chuan. Bhikshu Jin Wei expressed his deep gratitude for
being able to ordain under the Dharma lineage of Venerable
Master Hua and thanked everyone who contributed to this
Amitabha Session.

Lu Beichen, who is pursuing a PhD in Climate Science and
Policy in New Jersey, participated in the Amitabha Session for
the first time. The cold winter during the session reminded
him of Chan Master Dongshan’s reply to a question about
how to avoid cold and heat: “When it’s hot, just let it burn;
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when it’s cold, just let it freeze.” Lu Beichen suddenly realized that the
underlying meaning was “every day is a good day,” and this “good day” is
in every single thought.

Lee Zenzi, of Korean descent living in Los Angeles, mentioned that
during the pandemic, CTTB was closed for three years, making her
deeply appreciate the importance of being close to the Triple Jewel. This
year, she tried to find companions to join her for the Amitabha Session.
Some Buddhist friends said it was more convenient to participate online,
but Lee Zenzi gave an example: If your parents are abroad, and you call
them on the phone to ask how they are, or you visit them in person to see
what they need, the intention might be the same, but the experience is
different. Lee Zenzi believes that participating in Amitabha Session at the
monastery brings more Dharma joy than participating online.

Wang Qincheng from China had no previous concept of the
“Buddha Recitation Method” and had only recited the Earth Store Sutra.
Participating in the Amitabha Session at CT'TB made her realize that when
reciting “Amitabha Buddha,” Amitabha comes to our side, and Amitabha
is actually our true nature. Through the Amitabha Session, she felt her
normally scattered mind becoming more focused. She unexpectedly
found herself able to recite 80% of the sutra by heart.

Adrian Samuelsberg from Norway had his first experience of Buddha
recitation in 2023 when he was invited to attend an Amitabha recitation
event at a Vietnamese temple in Norway. He found great Dharma joy in
reciting the Buddha’s name, while others took turns to chant, he recited
all night without feeling tired. Participating in the Amitabha Session at
CTTB, reciting Amitabha Sutra, and chanting the Buddha’s name with
everyone for seven consecutive days was truly wonderful. He wrote a
poem, and the last stanza goes thus:

Supreme of all spiritual glories

The golden body of Amitayus

He showers the world with oceans of ambrosia
And quenches the fires of all earthly passion

Now we have been crowned with this infinite sutra
By our fundamental teacher Shakyamuni

All death touches here; see us no longer

All that is gone; hold us no more

And bonds and chains of this world may break

For a good man or woman whom this sutra adorns. 5>To be continued
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