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(10. Serving as Official)
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Similarly, when dealing with gentry and businesspeople, in addition
to discussing significant matters related to the nation or society, one
should incorporate Buddhist principles into the conversation and may
offer Buddhist books as gifts. When these teachings are embraced, they
can inspire greater adherence to virtuous and responsible behavior.

When serving in a government position, one should encourage the
local community to cultivate virtue and engage in charitable works which
benefit society.

Upon retirement or transfer to another post, one can write an article
reflecting on one’s experiences, integrating the Dharma into one’s career,
and share it with the community to inspire others.

Regarding personal income, beyond covering necessary living expenses,
the remainder can be used to print, publish, and distribute sutras or other
Buddhist texts. This aligns with a meaningful life and a higher calling,
rather than adhering to the conventional practice of passing down wealth
to one’s descendants. If one’s children are capable and talented, they will
naturally find their own rightful livelihood. If they lack ability, leaving
them a fortune may only lead to trouble or misfortune.

Consider this: how many people in the world have inherited great wealth
from their parents or ancestors, only to become complacent, indolent,
and wasteful? In the end, they not only squander their inheritance but
may also ruin their lives, causing their family line to decline — or even
disappear altogether. Cases like these are far too numerous to count.

53 To be continued



