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A Brief Introduction to the Buddha Speaks the
Sutra of Visualizing the Buddha Infinite Life (continueq)
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A Dharma Talk Given by Bhikshuni Jin Yu in the Online Lecture Series
at Gold Buddha Monastery, Vancouver, BC, Canada on October 7, 2022
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(Continue from Issue 653)

Today, we will introduce the Sutra of Visualizing the Buddha
Infinite Life, using the following works as our guiding references:
Commentaries on the Visualization Sutra in Four Fascicles by
Master Shanddo3=4; Painting in Praise of the Visualization Sutra
by Master Youxilli;% of the late Ming Dynasty, and the murals of
the Mogao Grottoes.

To discuss Master Shandio, we must first provide some
background on his teacher, Master Daochu6iE44, who inherited
Master TdnludnZ#’s Pure Land teachings.

Master Tdnludn lived during the Northern and Southern
Dynasties (420-589). He left the household life at the age of 15,
focused his study extensively on the teachings of Bodhisattva
Nagarjuna, and became a renowned scholar of the time.

Having poured all his energy into writing commentaries on
the sutras, he became ill from overexertion and set out in search
of a remedy for his failing health. Along the way, he looked up at
the sky and suddenly beheld a vivid vision of the multi-layered Six
Desire Heavens. Miraculously, his illness vanished without any
medication. Overjoyed, he initially intended to return to his sutra
work but soon changed his mind. Reflecting on the impermanence
of life, he thought to himself, “I should first attain immortality, so
I can live forever to propagate the Dharma.”

With this thought in mind, he sought out the renowned
Tao Hoéngjingf&5. 5 to study the Immortal Sutra. On his way
home, he encountered Bodhiruchi, a revered Tripitaka Master
from India. To his surprise, Bodhiruchi regarded the Immortal
Sutra with great disdain, saying, “True immortality can only be
attained by the Buddha, the great awakened Golden Immortal.
Non-Buddhists may cultivate to a state where they do not die for
a long time or even become immortals, but they are still trapped
within the cycle of transmigration in the Three Realms.”

£ To be continued
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