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A Talk by Jacob Le at Avatamsaka Monastery, Calgary, Canada, on January 26, 2025

Chinese Translated by Janet Lee
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The Opening Ceremony of the Old Avatamsaka Monastery in 1986.
The fourth person from the right in the second row is Upasaka Zhang Hengxiu.
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My name is Jacob Le, I'm 12 years old. I've been coming to
Avatamsaka Monastery since | was in my mother’s womb, so I've
been coming here for thirteen years. My grandpa is Zhang Heng
Xiu and he was one of the founding members of this temple.

Avatamsaka Monastery started in his one bedroom apartment
that he rented in Chinatown. Every weekend, he would have some
people to gather in his apartment and worship. Later, the temple
was donated to Venerable Master Hua, and it became Avatamsaka
Monastery.

After many years of hard work, blood, and sweat, Avatamsaka
Monastery has transformed into one of the largest temples in
Canada. Today, we are very grateful to worship in this beautiful
temple. Coming to Avatamsaka makes me feel close to my grandpa.

I want to share with you the awesome spiritual power of
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Guanyin Bodhisattvas. Guanyin Bodhisattva
means the Bdhisattva who observes the world’s
sounds. In the “Universal Door of Guanyin
Bodhisattva Chapter,” it says if anyone has any
problems and needs help, they can hold the
name of Guanyin Bodhisattva wholeheartedly,
Guanyin Bodhisattva will respond to the prayer
and will help them with their need.

I will give you an example. My mom told
me that when she wanted to have a child but
was having difficulty, she started to recite the

“Universal Door of Guanyin Bodhisattva Chapter”

every morning, and she would ask my grandpa
to join in on the prayer. She recited it because, in
the chapter, there is a quote that says, “If women
seeking sons bow to and make offerings to the
Bodhisattva Guan Shr Yin , they will give birth
to sons, happy, virtuous, and wise.” Soon, she
became pregnant with the big potato here.

Another example was when we had a
snowstorm, and the snow was almost up to our
waists. [ and my mom started to shovel; we didn’t
know where to start, and the snow was very heavy
and then then I asked my mom, where do we
start? Then my mom said I don’t know son but
we can start with reciting Guanyin Bodhisattvas
name and ask for help.

I didn’t believe my mom and said yeah, right,
no one will come to help us. Then minutes later,
I kid you not, our neighbor’s teenage son came
over, all wrapped up with only his eyes showing,
came over with a shovel in his hand, and offered
to help. We gladly accepted it and said to
ourselves wow Guanyin Bodhisattva heard our
prayer.

So please have no doubt in Guanyin
Bodhisattva and recite her name as often as you
can. | encourage you to recite “the Universal
Door of Guanyin Bodhisattva Chapter,” and
you will understand the great compassion of
Guanyin Bodhisattva. This is what I want to
share with you today.#

The temple was donated to Venerable Master Hua,
and it became Avatamsaka Monastery.

EANEAAFRERGLAE EREF] -

R [ BN A E I -
PABRIA S5y ST S K T - T
G BRI A - (B
ER L) R > ARSI o R > 1
o RS AR - B S e
RO LR -

SAEI T RETEENE & > MR — B2 A
19 R 20T M i (R )
FAISNAHERE R - > LIRS — A > R B
R T REA KA HART  AALAREEE
o RARBEEZS o | EHA BT EiE
k- S |

B AFI TR ARRMEE SRR M

O O

P RIRMIEE N S - BRI AERmES - I MS
RA > FAFIRRIZAE R T T - FRFELELS ¢ T3

ZAERERRLE 7 ) ASAEEIERER ¢ T R T A
15 o BEIFI AT UG S e Bt - IKER) -

A KAE - S 0 T A AREYL - A
AEENRETHM - o %ok > BOLERIR - A&
TR TR > 2 S RGBT ERE >
HEFEEET > EEBRTEEIT - IWAIRAEZ
OEEEEE ¢ TR B S E AR RFPIRITR
T FAFHEM T FEEAEL - FEEEE
O o LSRR L (B E S EE W) > =2
PEIRERRE B B E YRR » PLEFRE S R
TERNARRITZHINE - #

JANUARY 2025 VaJra Bophi Sea 37

8 & o ‘ 1314 Haog



