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Only then did he realize that the monk was actually
the manifestation of a spiritual being. His “realization”
was an awakening. He knew that this monk must be a sage
who came to point the way for him. Therefore, at the age of
17, he entered monastic life at East Mountain Monastery.
After he became a monk, he dwelt in a mountain cave
where no rain could reach him; thus the cave became his
home, a place where he could rest and sleep. And refusing
to eat the five grains, he went on a fast, refraining from
grains. Then what did he eat? He ate pine nuts, fruits and
the like.

High officials, such as the State Administrator Zhou
Yu, heard his name, which had spread far and wide due to
his ascetic practices. So did two other high officials, Prime
Minister Zhu Yuan and Defense Minister Wang Jian.
They joined together to invite him to speak Dharma.
They asked him to come and speak Dharma, and he agreed
to do so. They extended a mutual request for him to speak
Dharma.

Wherever he dwelled, the fierce beasts would become
docile and obedient, guarding the entrance of his
dwelling. Any place he stayed, wild beasts, such as tigers,
wolves, bears, and leopards all became tame and docile
as if they were domesticated animals living together at
his home, guarding his dwelling like obedient watchdogs.
Imagine that a tiger became so tamed and disciplined,
watching the entrance like a watchdog. Thus, numerous
miraculous stories about him circulated. There were so
many miraculous stories about him — more than anyone
could tell.
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