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The Siarangama Mantra
with Verse and Commentary
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Commentary by the Venerable Master Hsuan Hua
English Translated by the International Translation Institute
Revised by Bhikshuni Jin Zheng

All the myriad lights shone round about. Everywhere revealing
secret trace vajra spirits, many as the sands of ten Ganges rivers.
Each holding aloft a mountain and wielding a pestle. They
pervaded the realm of empty space. The great assembly gazed
upward, filled with fear and admiration. Seeking the Buddha’s
kind protection, they single-mindedly listened. As streaming
light at the Buddha’s invisible crown, the transformation Thus
Come One proclaimed the spiritual mantra.

Explanation:

All the myriad lights shoneround about. Everywhererevealing
secret trace vajra spirits, many as the sands of ten Ganges rivers.
There are Vajra Dharma-protectors who secretly protect us. We
may not see them, but they are surely there. Those who recite the
Sﬁraﬁgama Mantra, have at least eighty-four thousand Vajragarbha
Bodhisattva protecting them. Actually its not just eighty-four
thousand, it’s “as many as there are grains of sand in ten Ganges
Rivers.” How many grains of sand do ten Ganges Rivers have? It’s
not a countable number. A computer couldn’t even calculate it.

Each holding aloft a mountain and wielding a pestle. Each
Vajragarbha Bodhisattva and Vajra King Bodhisattva carries a huge
mountain in one hand and a giant Vajra pestle in the other. Imagine
the size of that! They pervaded the realm of empty space.

The great assembly gazed upward, filled with fear and
admiration. They lifted up their heads with trepidation, their
hearts thumping as if there were a rabbit there. They were so
awestruck that they couldn’t look! But they had to look, because
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they felt so much admiration. They were caught between
these two thoughts: they couldn’t bear to look but they
couldn’t bear to avoid it either! And, they thought they
wanted to look, but when they did, they were so scared
that their hair stood on end. Goosebumps rose all over
the pores of their bodies. At that time, they were seeking
the Buddha’s kind protection.

They single-mindedly listened. That means they
didn’t have any false thinking. The girls weren’t thinking
of their boyfriends, and the boys weren’t looking for a
girlfriend. It’s for sure they were focused. They weren't
having any second thoughts. Unlike those who are
listening to this and thinking, “Oh, Dharma Master, it’s
so cold! Where I come from the climate is not this cold.”
On the one hand they’re listening; on the other hand
they’re striking up alot of false thinking. Of course they’re
striking up false thoughts while I'm lecturing because I
don’t have awesome virtue as great as the Buddha’s.

As streaming light at the Buddha’s invisible crown.
We can’t see the manifestation on the top of his head. The
more we gaze up, the higher it goes. The deeper we want
to probe into it, the more solid it becomes. When we see
it before us, suddenly it’s behind us. The appearance of
the invisible crown is as if it is there and yet not there.
We look, we see, but it’s really not there. Although it’s
not there, it seems like it is. We can’t see it and yet it’s
impossible to be blind to it—the transformation-Buddha
within the jeweled lotus emitting light from the invisible
summit—a hundred jeweled light.

With one mind the great assembly listened as the
transformation Thus Come One proclaimed the
spiritual mantra. The Buddha’s transformation-Buddha
spoke the mantra. [t wasn't something just anybody could
hear. At that time, the great Bodhisattvas could hear it.
We can only hear it after we've learned the Shurangama
Mantra.

rt rt rt

(Editor’s Note: On November 4, 1979, the City of Ten
Thousand Buddhas held a grand inauguration ceremony,
attended by approximately 3,000 followers from around
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the world. Among them was Singaporean journalist Xiao Guozhao,
who noticed mushrooms sprouting in the grass on the monastery
grounds. He gathered a large bagful and brought them to the
kitchen as an offering. However, the kitchen manager recognized
them as poisonous and refused to accept them. An American
layperson, Guo Xun, also warned that they were deadly.

Unconvinced, Xiao Guozhao took the mushrooms back to his
room, cooked them himself, and ate seven. Soon after, his face turned
pale. At that moment, a monk happened to stop by looking for
him. Seeing his condition, the monk rushed him to the hospital for
emergency treatment. After examining the remaining mushrooms,
the doctor gave a grim prognosis and advised preparing for the
worst. At that time, the Venerable Master instructed everyone
to recite the Sﬁraﬁgama Mantra and dedicate the merit to Xiao
Guozhao. Not long after, Xiao Guozhao, who was in the hospital
and had already stopped breathing, miraculously came back to
life. The doctors were amazed, exclaiming that they had never seen
anything like it before.)

Xiao Guozhao (bowing three times): I sincerely bow to Master
for saving my life.

Venerable Master: Bowing to me is useless—I don’t have that
kind of power. This was the collective strength of everyone! You
never know who among them might be a living Arhat or a true
Bodhisattva. (Everyone laughs.)

Venerable Master: There are many refugees who are suffering
now. We, on the other hand, have a place to live and food to eat. We
have freedom. We cannot possibly imagine the misery of having to
flee one’s country. However, we do wonder if we would be in such
great suffering if we were refugees. Therefore, those at City of Ten
Thousand Buddhas who enjoy eating should stop eating so much,
those who enjoy nice clothes should be more sparing, and those
who enjoy sleeping should sleep less. We must change. Those who
are gluttonous must no longer be so and those who are vain must
stop being so. We must change our lives directly, truly. That is why
smokers quit smoking when they get to the City of Ten Thousand
Buddhas.

s0To be continued
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Every phenomenon is the Buddhadharma and is thus unattainable. Every being and event in the world is
teaching the Dharma and lecturing the Sutras to us. Every one of us should concentrate on reciting and

memorizing our own sutra. Do not be confused in cause and effect. That’s the true sutra.
— By Venerable Master Hua
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