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The Sutra of the Past Vows of
Earth Store Bodhisattva with Commentary
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CHAPTER THREE:

CONTEMPLATING THE Karmic ConDITIONS OF BEINGS
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Commentary by the Venerable Master Hua
Translated by the International Translation Institute

Revised by Buddhist Text Translation Society

I can even save those who commit offenses as heinous as
killing eighty-four thousand of their parents. Using the power
of my vows, I will save them from the hells. However, if they
steal food or drink, goods, or even just a grain of rice from a
monastery, I cannot and will not save them.” A Bodhisattva
made such a vow. So stealing from the monastery is the gravest
offense. As Buddhists, we must be very clear on this point.
Without permission from those in charge of the monastery, do
not take anything no matter how small, whether it be valuables,
grains, or food. Those who take anything at all that was not
given to them, will fall into the Relentless Hell where for
tens of trillions of eons they will seek escape in vain.

Sitra:

Earth Store continued, “Worthy Mother, beings, who
commit such offenses will fall into the Fivefold Relentless
Hell where they will constantly seek respite from their
suffering but will never receive even a moment’s relief.”

Commentary:

Earth Store Bodhisattva continued, “Worthy Mother, or
Lady Maya, beings, who commit such offenses will fall into
the Fivefold Relentless Hell, which has five relentless aspects,
where they will constantly seek respite from their suffering
but will never receive even a moment’s relief. They wish the
suffering could cease temporarily, but it does not stop for even

the briefest instant.
5 To be continued
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