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Commentary by the Venerable Master Hua

English Translated by the International Translation Institute

You may think, “But Avalokite$vara is only a Bodhisattva;
she’s not a Buddha yet. How can she manifest as a Buddha
and teach living beings the Dharma? Wouldnt she be an
impostor?”

No, Guanyin Bodhisattva became a Buddha countless
eons ago. Her Buddha name was Tathagata Light of Proper
Dharma. After becoming a Buddha, she didn’t forget about
living beings. Instead, she came back to the world, hiding
her greatness with a modest presence. She hid her Buddha
body by manifesting in a Bodhisattva body.

Arhats progress from the Lesser to the Great, but Guanyin
Bodhisattva backtracked from the Great, the position of
a Buddha, to the position of a Bodhisattva. This is called
“putting the boat of compassion in reverse” in order to guide
living beings. It’s similar to “putting the car in reverse.”

Guanyin Bodhisattva appeared to go backward from
Buddhahood to Bodhisattvahood in order to guide living
beings; she hid the Great and appeared as the Lesser.
Although she assumed the appearance of a Bodhisattva, she
secretly practiced as a Buddha. Therefore, she was not posing
as a Buddha to deceive living beings. She had already become
a Buddha. To living beings who can be saved by a Buddha,
she appears as a Buddha in order to teach them the Dharma.

Sitra
To those who can be saved by a Pratyekabuddha,
she appears as a Pratyekabuddha and teaches them the

Dharma.
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Ignorance leading to activity, activity leading to consciousness, consciousness leading to name
and form, name and form leading to the six senses, the six senses leading to contact, contact
leading to feeling, feeling leading to craving, craving leading to grasping, grasping leading to
becoming, becoming leading to birth, and birth leading to old age and death.
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Commentary

To those who can be saved by a Pratyekabuddha, she appears
as a Pratyekabuddha and teaches them the Dharma. What is
a Pratyekabuddha? Pratyekabuddha, a Sanskrit word, means
“a sage awakened by contemplating dependent arising.” Those
who are born when a Buddha is in the world are called sages
awakened by contemplating dependent arising. Those who are
born when there is no Buddha in the world are called solitary
sages.

When there is a Buddha in the world, Pratyekabuddhas
contemplate the twelve links of dependent arising and become
awakened. In their contemplation of the twelve links of dependent
arising, they think, “How does ignorance arise? How do volitional
actions arise from ignorance? How do consciousness and name-
and-form follow after that? What about the six sense faculties,
sensory contact, sensation, and craving? Why does craving lead
to grasping? Because of becoming, birth, old age, and death
come about.” Contemplating the twelve links of dependent
arising, they awaken to the fact that everything is suffering,
everything is empty, all is impermanent, and all is without self.
Realizing suffering, emptiness, impermanence, and the absence
of self, they let go of everything and become awakened. These
are sages awakened by contemplating dependent arising.

When there is no Buddha in the world, they also cultivate the
twelve links of dependent arising. They see the flowers bloom in
the spring and the yellow leaves fall in the autumn. Observing
the unceasing changes of the myriad things, they awaken to the
cycle of arising, abiding, changing, and ceasing—all of which
are impermanent. Awakening to the four phases of existence—
formation, existence, decay, and disappearance—they attain
awakening and are called solitary sages. The Buddha’s presence
in or absence from the world is the distinction between sages
awakened by contemplating dependent arising and solitary

sages.
s To be continued



