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Redwood Vihara:

Spreading Ripples of Kindness and Joy

R © BidhE SIS DA

By Redwood Vihara
Chinese Translated by Janet Lee
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On the cold misty morning of November 10, 2024,
nestled in the Santa Cruz mountains, Redwood Vihara
came alive with a special gathering. The monastery
hosted two significant events: the receiving of Buddha
Shakyamuni and Venerable Master Xuyun’s sharira, and
a purification ceremony for a newly offered building,
Mudita House. The gathering drew a diverse group of
monks, nuns, lay disciples, DRBU students, IGDVS
graduates, and local neighbors.

Visitors were welcomed with a warm smile and offered
their choice of hot beverages: Indian chai (the crowd
favorite), barley tea, coffee, or hot water. The Indian chai,
prepared by members of the Service Space community,
embodied the spirit of care that permeated the whole
space. From the “Compassion-In-Action” volunteers
directing parking to those maintaining facilities and
cleaning bathrooms, everyone shared the same wish to
welcome everyone as family.
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The day began with Dharma Master Jin Chuan and Dharma Master JinWei leading a tour, during which neighbor Dan shared
how Redwood Vihara survived the 2020 CZU Lightning Fire.
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The monastery’s story began in 1988 when Venerable Master
Hua purchased the land with the intention of protecting its majestic
redwoods. In the beginning years, Redwood Vihara was a quiet
hermitage for solitary practice for monks. Over the last five years the
monastery has developed with the intention of following Venerable
Master Hua’s vow of bringing the Dharma to the West. This vision
manifests by having programs and ceremonies primarily in English
with traditional practices explained through modern interpretations,
incorporating insights from Western philosophy, psychology, and
science.

The natural setting of Redwood Vihara offers more than just a
physical space—it provides a sanctuary for solitude, reflection, and
meditation, offering a break from Silicon Valley’s often stressful pace.
Here, visitors are encouraged to relax, take a deep breath, and “return
to their nature in nature.”

The day began with Dharma Master Jin Chuan and Dharma
Master JinWei leading a tour, during which neighbor Dan shared how
Redwood Vihara survived the 2020 CZU Lightning Fire. He described
arriving just in time to see fires approaching from three directions
around the main building with the tool shed and carpark already
burned. He went out to the highway and fortunately met a firetruck.
Driving the firemen into the property, they created a firebreak that
saved the monastery. Remarkably, the fire’s stopping point aligned
exactly with where DRBA monastics had circumambulated previously
during a Purifying Boundaries ceremony. The two structures outside
these boundaries, however, were reduced to ashes.
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Three stained-glass depictions feature Amitabha Buddha, Guanyin Bodhisattva,
and Great Strength Bodhisattva.
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Following the tour, Brian Conroy, a retired middle school
teacher, shared a musical story about how small acts of kindness—
like saving a tiny worm — can create far-reaching ripples of
goodness. His refrain captured the day’s spirit: “May the ripples
grow wider and wider, on and on, in perpetual motion. May the
ripples continue to grow now that they have been set in motion.”
He connected this theme to Venerable Master Hua’s arrival in
America in 1962, invited by Madalena Tam, which then rippled
out to Redwood Vihara and our present gathering.

DRBU professor Doug Powers then spoke about Venerable
Master Huas revolutionary approach to bringing Dharma
westward. He emphasized that Venerable Master Hua’s mission
transcended “Chinese Buddhism” or even “Buddhism”—it was
about reconnecting humans with their
essential nature. Doug presented three
stained-glass images of Amitabha Buddha,
Guanyin Bodhisattva (representing loving-
kindness and compassion), and Great
Strength Bodhisattva (embodying joy and
equanimity). Doug hoped that these images
would inspire everyone to cultivate the four
boundless hearts. He also emphasized the
importance of rooting Redwood Vihara in
the Chan ethos.

The assembly then chanted “Om Mani
Padme Hong” as they circumambulated

into the Buddha Hall, where the sharira
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Brian Conroy shared a musical story about how small acts of kindness can
create far-reaching ripples of goodness.
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were placed in the center aisle. There Madalena shared how she
received the sharira, beginning with taking refuge and making
a vow to help Venerable Master Hua spread the Dharma at the
age of eleven. Upon Venerable Master Hua’s arrival in America,
he gave her Venerable Master Xuyun’s sharira. Venerable Master
Sheng Huai, who Venerable Master Hua invited to lead Dharma
assemblies in Hong Kong, gave Madalena the Buddha’s sharira.
After paying respects to these relics for decades, she now entrusted
them to Redwood Vihara, hoping they would inspire future
generations. The sharira were placed on the altar amidst English
chants of “Namo Fundamental Teacher Shakyamuni Buddha” and
“Namo Venerable Master Empty Cloud.”

During lunch time, Dharma Master Heng Liang outlined
Venerable Master Hua’s four legacies in bringing Buddhism to
the West: establishing the Sangha rooted in the Proper Dharma,
translating Buddhist scriptures, promoting education, and fostering
interfaith dialogue, along with his Six Great Guiding Principles.
Michael Lu, an Instilling Goodness and Developing Virtue Boys
School graduate now working in the Bay Area, shared his joy in
learning new manual skills at the monastery and connecting
with others. Dan, a neighbor, expressed gratitude for having the
monastery as a nearby resource for his family. Reverend Heng Sure,
speaking virtually from Australia, honored the land’s indigenous
people—the Achistaca of the Oholone cultural unit—and the
surrounding redwoods, emphasizing the importance of cultivating
the mind-ground and following the Six Principles.
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The day’s final ceremony took place at Mudita House (“Mudita’
meaning “appreciative joy” in Sanskrit), a recent offering to DRBA. A
beautiful mandala of a floating lotus candle surrounded by concentric
rings of rose petals and lights adorned the driveway, echoing the
day’s ripple theme. DRBA monastics joined by the previous owners
Brigitta and Alan as well as the local neighbors formed a circle around
the mandala. Brigitta and Alan shared their gratitude for nine years
living in a caring community and expressed their joy that their home
could become a sacred space for spiritual growth and protecting the
natural environment.

The monks compared the ancient redwood forest to the Dharma.
The roots of the towering redwoods connect underground, supporting
and nourishing each other as they reach for the sky. Similarly, DRBA
monasteries and our extended communities have interconnected
roots that support and nurture each other, so that we can each reach
our potential and help the Dharma flourish in the world.

In order to make the event more approachable for neighbors and
non-Buddhists, the Purifying Boundaries ceremony was simplified to
reciting “Om Mani Padme Hong” around Mudita House following a
pathway of rose petals that had been laid out by volunteers.

Service Space member Guri Mehta explained how incorporating
natural beauty makes a space sacred in Indian culture. The gathering
concluded with a Dedication of Merit, extending the goodness of the
day to all beings and hoping that future visitors to Redwood Vihara
would find joy and peace in their hearts.

“May the ripples grow wider and wider, on and on, in perpetual
motion. May the ripples continue to grow now that they have been
set in motion.” &

A ERE o JAYEE AT E A7 B
EHIEM MU EERGEES
PEgEE ZEE K —F - EEEILFE
KB AE 72 v el TR 14 1 R R R
> WICE B O S TR
PEEERRANOREE B AR FT -

& R AP = B AL AR AR EL PR 6
% o ZRHVEIAREE AN E 2 5
EFIRVRAER T H# &S 8 - A
A o [FIGHE - TAYREL ) S
I H 2§ Fee 1Y 4H 4t AH B 2 4
B HESZ 3% Bt - AR (A A\ ERAE
BB > BRIAEESR s
THERE -

Ry T Al fE AR e ¥ S
B E o BRI AT
# LHATHE N 250 H BB
FEHE NMERER AN TR -

AR s 22 fEl e B e B - g o R
ENRE S Ab 2 A o] 48 F 5 2RI 5T
AEMEEEZEE - JEE DL T oy
N AR R E REE R E IR
FrA R A > PTRER R AT 4L A1
MREVER 2 B HE 71 2L o Y = 1 B
P e TR ARME - R
BT o BB CLEEHFR
¥FHEELk &

@R
Subscribe to Vajra Bodhi Sea Magazine online at  http://www.buddhisttexts.org
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We welcome articles. Please send suggestions

or submissions for review to vbs@drba.org

EXEHTE  In the United States & Europe, please send to:
Gold Mountain Monastery

800 Sacramento Street, San Francisco, CA 94108

Tel: (415) 421-6117  Fax: (415) 788-6001

BN In Asia & Australia, please send to:
Dharma Realm Guan Yin Sagely Monastery
161, Jalan Ampang,

50450 Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

Tel: (03)2164-8055  Fax: (03) 2163-7118
Email: vbs@drba.org
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