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Deportment Guidelines for Buddhist Practitioners
(10. Serving as Official)
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Narrated by Dharma Master Shanyin
English Translated by Early Bird Translation Team

When holding a position of authority, a layperson should use their
influence to promote the widespread practice of the Dharma. It may be
appropriate to publicly declare one’s principles, stating:

“As a practitioner of Buddhism, I abstain from consuming meat,
pungent food, and alcohol. I do not engage in unethical dealings such as
accepting bribes. I refrain from meddling in personal disputes over right
and wrong and avoid arbitrarily bestowing praise or punishment. I wish for
all citizens, both military and civilian, to be aware of these commitments.”

When presiding over trials or cases—whether overseeing court
proceedings, evaluating evidence, or ensuring fairness by protecting the
legal rights of all involved—a virtuous lay practitioner (serving as a judge)
should maintain an impartial mindset. Beyond interpreting and applying
the law to deliver just rulings, such a judge can demonstrate compassion
by explaining the universal Law of Cause and Effect and its corresponding
retributions. This guidance can inspire all parties involved to reflect on
their actions and strive to become virtuous, law-abiding citizens.

When greeting visitors, in addition to extending basic courtesies, one
can engage guests in meaningful conversations grounded in the spirit of
Buddhadharma. For those in leadership positions, opportunities such
as weekday evening gatherings can be used to provide subordinates
with guidance on the Law of Cause and Effect, as appropriate to the
circumstances.

When such teachings are well-received, subordinates are more likely
to become conscientious and dedicated in their duties, reducing the
likelihood of fraud or deception.

This principle applies equally to military officers, encouraging discipline
and focus among their subordinates while minimizing disruption to
civilians.

Before appointing a subordinate, it is advisable for the officer in charge
to assess whether the candidate can abide by the principles of the Dharma.
This ensures that those selected are more likely to perform their duties

ethically and effectively. _— -
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