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English Translated by Brian Bye Sheng Chung
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The Abodes of the Western Land of Ultimate Bliss
(Amitabha’s Pure Land):

It’s a pity that our world is so crude. Even the palaces of the
Emperors—lauded as halls and towers of gold and precious
jade—are but yellow glazed tiles, sparse bronze ornaments and
white stones.

However, the Land of Ultimate Bliss is completely different.
For the abodes there truly have gold ceilings, jade beams,
bejeweled balustrades, silver stairs, crystal walls, lapis lazuli
floors, and gates and windows of red pearls and carnelian.
Vividly resplendent, dazzling with gold and jade, and adorned

with inlaid mother-of-pearl, their radiant splendor is as
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glorious as the light of a thousand stars. These vast abodes possess
a dense array of towers and pavilions, of varied height, each with
myriad doors and windows.

Moreover, all within these abodes are likewise composed of the
seven treasures. Banners and canopies adorned with pearls and
brocades, fluttering in the sky, flying like the clouds.

Anything that is required manifests and disappears in response
to only a thought, and needs no labor to obtain or dispose.

Surrounded by row after row of perfectly lined trees, with
ponds and streams all flowing with waters replete with the eight
virtues near the entrance. Beyond the windows are cheerful scenes
of peace and serenity, overhanging flora of myriad forms, rustling
with pleasing sounds in harmony with the mellifluous songbirds.
The lotuses in the pools all exude wondrous and subtle fragrances.

Such splendorous views are granted for our enjoyment at all
hours, for it is always radiant day and never dark night. The Land
of Ultimate Bliss is neither cold nor humid, but as pleasant as
spring all year around. It is spotless without dust or blemish, and

nothing decays.

The Tranquility of The Land of Ultimate Bliss
(Amitabha’s Pure Land)

The ground of the Land of Ultimate Bliss is a boundless
expanse of lapis lazuli. Upon it are roads and paths paved with
gold. If one looks down from the gleaming and translucent surface,
one will see golden pillars supporting the land. Colorful blossoms
rain down like confetti from the sky in regular intervals, lushly
carpeting the land.

Moreover, there are groves composed of row after row of
perfectly uniform jeweled trees, all made from treasures such as
gold, silver, lapis lazuli, crystal, mother-of-pearl, red pearls and
carnelian. Vividly resplendent, with crowns adorned by bejeweled
nets and pearls as glorious as a myriad galaxies.

When the blissful and gentle breezes blow across the groves, they
rustle with wondrous musical sounds and exude myriad fragrances
beyond the most prized sandalwood incense of our world.

Flying amongst the flora are the five colored songbirds that
hum tranquil sounds of purity. If one listens, one will be filled
with indescribable purity and ease.

The paths are lined with bejeweled balustrades, and gleaming

ponds and flowing streams are everywhere, each filled with such
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august wonder that it matches the beauty of the land and

woods.

The Freedom and Ease of the Western Land of Ultimate
Bliss (Amitabha’s Pure Land)

All in the Pure Land become replete with spiritual power
of omnipresence. They may soar across the skies if it pleases
them. It is so wondrous that even the pavilions and towers
can manifest anywhere at will. Suppose you are meditating
within one of the halls, and you wish to visit another world
system, in response to that thought, the entire building will
teleport across the universe to that world system.

The skies of the Land of Ultimate Bliss are unique beyond
compare. Vivid five colored clouds roll endlessly across the
skies in wondrous display. The landscapes, palaces, pavilions
and the myriad glories are likewise indescribable. Even the
beauty of the most brilliant cinematography cannot hope to
equal one ten thousandths of the splendor of the Land of
Ultimate Bliss. Blossoms rain down like confetti, exuding
fragrances, and pleasant sounds never cease with rhymes
and melodies wherever you go as you journey about without
the suffering of being confined in a plane or car. The view
outside is a boundless expanse of lush gardens, like a master
oil painting: tens of millions of miles of eye-pleasing wonder.
If you tire of your abode, it will disappear; if you wish to sit,
a settee of seven jewelled lotuses will appear. Such boundless
spaciousness exists for your pleasure. All world systems can
be reached within a finger-snap, afterwards, returning to the
Pure Land with equal ease. Such convenience, such freedom
and ease!

$0To be continued
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