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The Sutra of the Past Vows of
Earth Store Bodhisattva with Commentary

(MFE L 4%h&s2)

CHAPTER THREE:

CoNTEMPLATING THE Karmic ConbprTions OF BEINGS
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Commentary by the Venerable Master Hua
Translated by the International Translation Institute

Revised by Buddhist Text Translation Society

These pseudo-§ramanas do not practice compassion
or patience in their minds; they do not practice the six
perfections or the myriad practices. They have no intention
of doing the work of $ramanas.

What do they do? They destroy the things of the
Sangha. Items belonging to the Three Jewels, even the
smallest ones, such as a sheet of paper, cannot be wasted or
casually ruined. It may start out as one sheet of paper, but
over time it will become many sheets. By wasting a single
sheet of paper, you are already destroying the property of
the Sangha.

There is a saying, “Do not take even a blade of grass
or a stick of wood without permission.” Taking without
permission is stealing. We cannot take other people’s
things, even something as worthless as a blade of grass or
a twig, without their permission; otherwise that would be
a theft. We cannot casually use other people’s belongings
without their knowing, for that would also be a violation
of the precept against stealing.

Even things as small as a needle and thread, if they
are given, are considered offerings. The property of the
monastery may not be used carelessly or squandered.
Even monastics cannot give away goods belonging to the
monastery to others. You may give away your personal
belongings, such as an article of clothing that you no
longer wear. Community items, however, even something
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as minute as a piece of thread cannot be casually given away
to win friends. This is called buying friends. It is wrong to
give gifts to make people like you or feel obliged to aid and
support you. Monastics must pay particular attention to
this. Destroying the things of the monastery does not refer
only to a large quantity of items, but merely giving away
a sheet of paper, a piece of thread, or even a grain of rice
as a personal gift. Even monastics do not have the right
to give away community items. They can give away their
personal things, but they may not give away community
goods, even if it is just a stick of incense.

There are those who constantly deceive and lie to
laypeople, who go against the precepts such as the five
precepts, the ten precepts, the ten major and forty-eight
minor precepts, or the two hundred and fifty precepts.
Such people fail to honor the moral precepts. And those
who commit many other evil deeds will fall into the
Relentless Hell where for tens of trillions of eons they
will seek escape in vain. Such people commit not just
one kind, but many different kinds of evil deeds that we
could not even imagine. They are bound to fall into the
Relentless Hell where they will have no way to escape for
an extremely long duration of time.

Sutra:

Beings who steal the wealth and property of the
Sangha, including its grains, food and drink, and
clothing, or who take anything at all that was not given
to them, will fall into the Relentless Hell where for tens
of trillions of eons they will seek escape in vain.

Commentary:

Suppose there are beings who steal the wealth and
property of the Sangha... What items belonging to the
monastery do they steal? Money, grains, food, or clothing,.
Once a great Bodhisattva who made the vow, “If people
commit the five heinous acts, the four grave offenses, or
the ten evil deeds, I can save them. However if they steal
from the Sangha, whether it be a blade of grass or a stick of
wood, I cannot save them because there is simply no way
to do so.”
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