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Commentary by the Venerable Master Hua
English Translated by the International Translation Institute
Revised by Bhikshuni Heng Ching

Propriety is all the different kinds of etiquette and
manners. There are “three hundred kinds of propriety and
three thousand kinds of awesome deportment.” If you don’t
understand what these are, then youre not a scholar. What
are manners? For example, when you see someone, you have
to speak to them. If you see them in the morning then you
say, “Good morning.” That’s manners.

Ifinstead, when you see someone you say to them, “Today
youre going to have an accident!” Then youll certainly
cause that person to be unhappy. Or, if you see someone
and say, “You're going to Asia today? The plane’s going to
crash and you won't survive.” They’ll be really unhappy with
you because you don’t understand manners. You say only
unlucky things. If you understand manners then you’ll say
“good morning”, or else nod your head.

For instance, if you're a child and you dont understand
manners, then you just sit anywhere. But if as a child you
understand manners, then you sit in the corner where kids
are supposed to sit. If you don’t understand propriety then
you won't be in accord with the proper etiquette and people
will say that you don’t have any knowledge.

Music is something else that intellectuals should
understand. Students shouldn’t just study books, but should
understand music too. For an intellectual to be considered

perfect and complete, he must know politeness, order of
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etiquette, and music. Listening to music can change a
person’s mood. For instance, when someone is sad and
he hears music, then he can become happy. Or when
someone is too happy and he hears music, it can calm
him down so that he isn’t so excited. That is how music
can mould people’s temperament.

Archery is another skill that ancient Chinese
intellectuals should study. You learn to shoot very
accurately and hit the bull’s eye, so that if you wanted
to hit the microphone, you could. You have to be able
to hit the bull’s eye from at least a hundred paces before
you're considered to have some skill.

Driving is the art of regulating a carriage.

Calligraphy means writing characters with a fine
flourish. When you learn Chinese calligraphy you have
to know whether to write the head first, the tail first, the
left side first, or the right side first. If you write and the
characters don’t look good, then you don’t understand
how to do calligraphy. Calligraphy is also a kind of study.

Mathematics is knowing how to count.

If you don’t understand these six arts and skills—
propriety, music, archery, driving, calligraphy, and
mathematics—then you can’t be considered a perfect
intellctual.

“The Taming and Regulating Master” regulates all
the living beings in the Triple Realm, especially stubborn
ones. The Buddha tames and subdues the stubborn living
beings. This is one of the abilities of the Buddha. But if
you try to use awesome virtue, form, race, or honor to
see or understand him, then this is like a disease of
the eyes which causes one’s seeing to be distorted. If
you look at things in this way, it’s as if your eyes have a
sickness and what you see is upside down.

For example, you look at something that isn’t yellow
and say that it is yellow because you eyes are diseased.
Or you may see someone as being red color, but they
really aren’t. Or you might see people as ghosts. Not
everyone is a ghost; the problem lies in your eyes. When
you put on a pair of red glasses, then people look red. If
you put on yellow glasses then people look yellow. And
if you put on sun-glasses then no light can shine into
your eyes.

s To be continued



