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Borobudur: A Buddhist Monument in Central Java

continued)

NSRBI ()

A Talk Given by Dr. Hudaya Kandahjaya in the Online Sunday Evening Lecture Series on July 3, 2022
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Buddha images inside the perforated stapas. 47T I N GG AR AE o

(Continue from Issue 630)

The multitude referred to by the Kayumwungan
inscription are the honorable ones (arya) being
consecrated along with Sti Ghananatha. Based on #he Saz
Hyarr Kamahbaiyinikan, Sti Ghananatha at Borobudur is
Bhatara Ryan Buddha or San Ryan Dipavali.

The Buddha images inside the perforated stapas
symbolize Bhatara Ratnatraya, or the Buddha, Dharma,
and Sangha, which are represented by Bhatira Sri
Sakyamuni, Bhatara Sti lokiteévara, and Bhatira Sri
Vajrapani. Their positions are delicately differentiated by
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Buddha images in the niches above the balustrades on square terraces. 4L 7 7 & S HAME 1 77 B 4 & 69 4%

their latticed windows (bull’s eyes or gavaksha)
in the form of diamonds and squares, also square
and octagonal harmika.

Then, Buddha images in the niches above the
balustrades on square terraces materialize Bhatara
pafncatathagata, i.e., Bhatara Sri Vairocana at the
center, Bhatara Aksobhya in the east, Bhatara
Ratnasambhava in the south, Bhataira Amitabha
in the west, and Bhatara Amoghasiddhi in the
north.

All of them establish the multitude of
honorable ones (arya) who accompanied Sti
Ghananatha at the consecration.

Another alias for Sri Ghananatha employed
by the Kayumwungan inscription is Amulasimha
whose power is infinite (amitavala). The Sanskrit
word amulasimha literally means “the lion to the
root” which is obviously a contrast to gékyasimha,
the lion of the Sakyans, one epithet of Sakyamuni
or Buddha Gautama. That epithet is utilized to
refer to the highest divinity, Adi Buddha, who as
said by the San Hyan Kamahdyinikan possesses
the power to defeat a powerful enemy and can
fulfill all the wishes of all beings, including
liberating all beings from being born and
wandering through existence.
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Sri Ghananatha. 4% 7 = &0 40 3£
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