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A Brief Introduction to the Buddha Speaks of
Visualizing Buddha Infinite Life Sutra
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A Dharma Talk Given by Bhikshuni Jin Yuu in the Online Lecture Series
at Gold Buddha Monastery, Vancouver, BC, Canada on October 7, 2022
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When I was working at the Instilling Goodness Elementary School
and Developing Virtue Secondary School at the City of Ten Thousand
Buddhas, the late Vice Principal, Dharma Master Heng Zhen told me
that she once asked Venerable Master Hua which materials should be
used to teach Buddhism in elementary and secondary schools. The
Venerable Master replied, “Teach the Amitabha Sutra to elementary
school students so they may aspire to be reborn in the Land of Ultimate
Bliss. Teach the Earth Store Sutra to secondary school students so
teenagers can understand the principle of cause and effect.”

Today, we would like to introduce one of the three core sutras
of the Pure Land Dharma Door: 7he Buddha Speaks of Visualizing
Buddha Infinite Life, commonly known as the Visualization Sutra.

We often discuss these three Pure Land sutras. If their teachings
were identical, why would the Buddha go to such lengths to explain
the same concept three times? On the other hand, if they are different,
why are they collectively classified as the three Pure Land sutras?

In my view, all three sutras guide living beings to the Western
Pure Land, but they use different methods and target audiences with
different conditions and propensities. They are not ranked as superior
or inferior to one another; each is preeminent in its own unique way.

The Visualization Sutra unfolds like a vivid drama before our eyes.
For example, the fascinating Kun Opera “Preborn Resentment” was
adapted from the Visualization Sutra. While the sutra’s storyline may
seem dramatic, its actual practice is far from simple, as its teachings
and principles are profoundly deep.

Because of its profound nature, eminent monks such as Great
Master Huiyuan of the Jin Dynasty, Great Master Zhizhe of the
Tiantai School, and Great Master Jizang of the Sui andTang Dynasties
have written commentaries on this sutra. Among these works, the
most renowned is Great Master Shandao’s Commentaries on the

Visualization Sutra in Four Fascicles. .
s To be continued
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