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In Memory of Stuart Lackey:

A Life of Service and Spiritual Dedication
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We remember Stuart Lackey with gratitude and respect.

On September 4th, 2024, during an auspicious Earth Treasury
recitation session, Stuart passed away peacefully while he slept,
having lived to the age of 69. He was a volunteer who gave
the final years of his life in service to the community. His
embodiment of selflessness and humility will be remembered
by everyone who knew him.

Stuart’s arrival at CTTB took place after fires destroyed
Harbin Hot Springs, a spiritual retreat center in Middletown,
CA, which had been his home for many years. At this point,
Stuart was left searching for a new place to rebuild his life.
During this challenging time for him, he found a new home in
CTTB, which was a place of peace and refuge for him.

Stuart’s relationship with CTTB began much earlier,
though. His daughter Lacy Lackey graduated from the Girls’
School. The care the community had for his daughter extended
to Stuart, and we welcomed him in the spring of 2017. From
that moment on, Stuart was an integral part of the daily life at
the monastery.

Stuart Lackey and daughter.
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His contributions were essential. When he first arrived, he assisted
other volunteers with much needed repair work in the monastery.
As a security guard, Stuart took seriously his responsibility of
upholding the safety of CT'TB’s campus. In addition to his security
duties, he contributed towards the smooth functioning of the
community by collecting trash and sorting recyclables. During the
pandemic, when the community was short-handed, Stuart agreed
to help play Venerable Master Hua’s talks at lunch each day. This
revitalized the listeners’ spirits, especially during the difficult time of
the monastery’s lockdown. His quiet dedication ensured that these
important but often unnoticed tasks were completed as needed.

Stuart was dedicated to his spiritual life. Coming to CTTB at
a later stage in his life, he sought the peace and refuge that CTTB
provided, away from the fast-paced, materialistic world. He saw
CTTB as a haven, a place where he could devote himself to his
spiritual practice. Though new to Buddhism, he was eager to learn
about the Buddha’s teachings and to cultivate the Buddhist Path.

Stuart’s spiritual practice was not limited to Buddhism. He was
also a devoted follower of Prem Rawat, also known as Maharaji,
whose teachings focus on breath awareness and inner peace.
Mabharaji’s meditation techniques, which emphasize the importance
of inner experience and personal reflection, had a deep impact on
Stuart. His practice of inner spiritual cultivation was supported by
CTTB’s teachings, practices, and its conducive environment.

Although Stuart did not seek recognition for his contributions,
his quiet dedication did not go unnoticed. The community saw him
as a man of sincerity and devotion, someone who gave his time
and effort freely. His wish was to spend the rest of his life in service
to the monastery. That wish was fulfilled as he worked diligently
and lived harmoniously within the community. Stuart Lackey’s life
at CTTB embodied service and spiritual commitment. Though his
time with the community was relatively short, spanning just over
seven years, his contributions were important. He found in the City
of Ten Thousand Buddhas not just a new home after the loss of
Harbin Hot Springs, but a place of peace and purpose where he
could continue his spiritual journey.

As we reflect on Stuart’s life, we honor not only his work but
also the quiet, humble way in which he lived his life. His dedication
to CTTB and his own personal spiritual growth will continue to
be remembered by our community. As he continues his journey
after this life, may he continue to find the peace and refuge he so

earnestly sought and, ultimately, found at the City of Ten Thousand
Buddhas.#
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