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The Sutra of the Past Vows of

Earth Store Bodhisattva with Commentary

CoNTEMPLATING THE Karmic ConbprTions OF BEINGS
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Commentary by the Venerable Master Hua
Translated by the International Translation Institute

Revised by Buddhist Text Translation Society

If you feel as if you are about to fall into a huge crevass while
you are in meditation, know that this is an illusory state. Why
does such a crevass appear? It represents your karmic obstacles
from past lives, which are deeper than a ten-thousand-foot abyss.
Now that you know how heavy your karmic obstacles are, you
should quickly apply yourself to cultivation but not be fearful.

Sometimes, when you are meditating, you may feel an
exceptional sense of freedom that is so blissful it is indescribable.
It cannot be put into words. The feeling is so joyful that you
forget everything else. I have said that those in the realm of form
are attached to the flavor of dhyana. The taste of dhyana is the
most blissful experience in the world, far surpassing connubial
pleasures or pleasures from taking narcotics or any type of drug.
It is a state that cannot be described. It is true freedom! It is said
that only the one who drinks water knows whether it is cold or
hot. If you drink a cup of cold tea, you will know its coldness for
yourself. If the tea is hot, you yourself will also know. Likewise,
the flavor of dhyana can only be known by those who have
experienced it. Those who have gone through the experience
will recognize it. When someone describes it, they can tell what
stage or level that person has reached. One of my disciples, for
example, is about to reach the ground of the joy and bliss of
abandoning affliction, one of the four dhyanas. This is actually
no big deal and should not be considered extraordinary. It’s quite
ordinary and can occur to anyone who practices meditation

sincerely. Since this kind of bliss cannot be compared to worldly
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pleasures, it is called “the ground of the joy and bliss of
abandoning affliction.” At this point, one is on the verge
of leaving afflictions and attaining bliss. This is one form of
samadhi.

What is the use of wisdom? Someone with wisdom
will not go down a wrong road. Why are you so confused,
mistaking suffering for happiness? It’'s because you have
turned away from inherent awakening and become caught up
in the objects of the six senses. And why is that? It’s because
you have no wisdom. Deluded people regard this kind of
suffering as happiness, but in fact it is the height of stupidity.

One must diligently cultivate precepts, samadhi, and
wisdom. We do not need to listen to too many satra lectures,
just this one word “diligence” is enough for us to draw upon
endlessly. Diligently cultivate precepts. Diligently cultivate
samadhi. Diligently cultivate wisdom. You must cultivate
these three; otherwise you cannot develop them. Cultivation
is essential. Do not ignore the instructions of your teacher.
Do not disregard his words. Be receptive to being taught.

Also, we must put to rest greed, anger, and delusion.
Did I not say resting is laziness? Why do I call it being lazy?
Laziness is about stopping and resting. If resting isn’t being
lazy, then what is it? But this resting is about putting greed,
anger and delusion to rest. When greed rests, you are not
eager for any materialistic pleasures and others. When anger
rests, you do not lose your temper. Donate your anger. To
whom? To me, to your teacher. A teacher needs a huge fiery
temper which can scare the disciples. Otherwise, the teacher
is as soft as cotton and the disciples are not afraid. Lacking
fear, they do not cultivate. Not cultivating, they become lazy.

We have discussed the various meanings on how §ramanas
should diligently cultivate precepts, samadhi and wisdom,
andput to rest greed, anger, and delusion.

There are beings who present themselves as §ramanas
but are not §ramanas in their hearts. Although they are
§ramanas in name, they are not §ramanas in their hearts. Not
only do they not diligently cultivate precepts, samadhi, and
wisdom, they do not put an end to greed, anger, and delusion.
They say, “The more greed, anger, and delusion you have, the
better! Forget about precepts, samadhi, and wisdom! Wipe
them out of your mind! That’s the best of all!” They pretend

to be §ramanas. $0To be continued



