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The Dharma Flower Sutra with Commentary
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CHAPTER TWENTY-FIVE:

TuE UNIVERSAL DOOR OF GUANYIN BODHISATTVA

#53THR Revised version
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Commentary by the Venerable Master Hua

English Translated by the International Translation Institute

Ignorance and wisdom are not two. It just depends
on whether or not you know how to use it. If you use
it correctly, ignorance turns into wisdom; if you use it
incorrectly, wisdom turns into ignorance. Ignorance and
waisdom are two yet not two in this regard. When you've
attained genuine wisdom, you’ll know how things truly

are and will no longer be confused.

Sutra:

Infinite Resolve, Guanyin Bodhisattva vastly
benefits living beings with her sublime spiritual
powers. Therefore, living beings should always hold
her in their hearts.

Commentary:

Sikyarnuni Buddha continued, “Infinite Resolve,
Guanyin Bodhisattva vastly benefits living beings
with her sublime spiritual powers. She rescues us from
the seven difficulties and the three poisons. She benefits
living beings in many ways with her spiritual powers.
Therefore, living beings should always hold her in
their hearts.” The satra text makes it very clear here.
It’s not good enough to just recite the name of Guanyin

Bodhisattva with your mouth. You must keep her name
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in your heart. You don’t necessarily have to recite her name
out loud, but you must constantly keep her name in your

thoughts.

Sutra:

If women seeking sons bow and make offerings to
Guanyin Bodhisattva, they will give birth to sons blessed
with virtue and wisdom. Or if they wish for daughters,
they will bear upright, beautiful daughters who have

planted roots of virtue in previous lives and are loved

and honored by all.

Commentary:

If women seeking sons bow and make offerings of
fresh fruit, lowers, and so on to Guanyin Bodhisattva, they
will give birth to sons blessed with virtue and wisdom.
If they seek sons, they will have sons. Or if they wish for
daughters, they will bear upright, beautiful daughters
who have planted roots of virtue in previous lives and are
loved and honored by all. They will give birth to daughters
who are attractive, with well-formed features: their noses,
eyes, ears, and lips will all be correctly proportioned.

To give an example of unusually formed features, there
are some people with “triangular” eyes. In China, we say
these eyes are Zhang Shigui’s eyes. Zhang Shigui was a
treacherous official who cheated many people during the
Tang dynasty. He had what are known as triangular eyes.
Most people’s eyes are oval-shaped, but his were more
triangular. It is said that people with such eyes are hard to
get along with, so if you befriend one of them, you might
want to keep this in mind.

Here are some other examples of features that are not
perfectly formed. A person may have a depressed nasal
bridge or a recessed nose. Perhaps someone has small
ears like those of a mouse, or long ears somewhat like a
rabbit’s. If one’s earlobes hang down like the Buddha’s, this
is considered a good trait. However, if one’s ears stick up in
the air, they may resemble those of a rabbit. One’s lips may
have an unusual shape. Or perhaps someone’s eyes, ears,
nose, and mouth are grown close together. If a woman is

born like this, it is called improper.
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