Dharma Realm Buddhist University Celebrates
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On May 18, 2024, Dharma Realm Buddhist University
held its commencement ceremony for the graduating class
2024. The ceremony was held in the Buddha Hall of the
Sudhana Center in downtown Ukiah, California. The hall was
full, with standing room only for all the family, friends, and
community that gathered to attend this remarkable occasion.
Many graduating students’ parents traveled from afar to
celebrate with their children. This year, five undergraduate
students, eight MA graduate students, and five translation
certificate students graduated.

Dr. Susan Rounds, President of DRBU, encouraged the
graduating students in her speech: “You have studied texts
that are storehouses of wisdom from many different times
and cultures. But you also recognize that the truest deepest
wisdom is inherent in you...This world desperately needs
what you have learned at DRBU. It needs the people you have
become. I know that the world will be a better place because
you are in it, doing the work that needs to be done in whatever
way it comes to you.”

The keynote commencement speech was given by Nimo
Patel, a world-renowned hip-hop musician, humanitarian,
and self-described “ambassador of love and peace,” and
founder of the non-profit Empty Hands Music, which uses art
and music to empower underprivileged children from India.
In his inspiring speech, he offered advice to the graduates as
they enter the world at large. He emphasized the virtues of
kindness and service and finished by singing a hip-hop song of
his own composition about generosity, selflessness, and giving

oneself to others. To quote a few verses from it:
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Let it all go

For everything changes

As you will come to know.

Every plan you make

And every seed you sow

Is impermanent.

Nothing is ever yours to own.

Once you realize this, you will see

The truth that you never were

The planter of your own fruits

But accept these gifts even

If you don't know from whom

And kindly pay it forward to those
Behind you ‘cause ultimately whar we take
Will always disappear, but what we give
Will live on for years.

All of the graduating students were full of gratitude
and inspiration. Several of them spoke of how, through the
education they received at DRBU, they felt they had become
people with more wholesomeness and connection to their
inherent wisdom.

In his speech, graduating master’s student, Kittisaro
Weinberg remarked: “I cannot communicate the treasures
I've received. I've been to Princeton and Oxford [but] my
most cherished university time is Dharma Realm Buddhist
University.” In her speech, graduating master’s student
Shayue Wang said, “At DRBU, I experienced what real care
and warmth are. Because of that, I can open my heart and
return to my true and natural self here.” Graduating bachelor’s
student and forest Theravada monk Ajahn Kovilo used his
speech to guide the assembly through a gratitude meditation.

Later in the ceremony, Helen Woo was presented with a
homage to celebrate her enormous services to the university
as a longtime supporter. During this moving episode, it
was remarked how Ms. Woo has always believed DRBU
represents Venerable Master Hua's dharma and his belief
that the problems of the world can only be solved through
instilling virtue in the new generation of leaders.

The commencement ceremony ended with singing
“Dedication of Merit,” group photos, and a reception. &
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