mESKET B
A Brief Introduction to the Infinite Life Sutra
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A Dharma Talk Given by Bhikshuni Jin Jing in the Online Lecture Series
at Gold Buddha Monastery, Vancouver, BC, Canada on September 16-22, 2022

(Continued from issue #648)

Beyond Reach and Darkness

describes their enduring separation.

Their paths diverge, and it is
uncertain when they will ever meet
again. Indeed, it is very difficult!
It is said that when people meet in
life, they are either asking for debts,
repaying debts, kindness, or seeking
revenge. Everything has its own causes
and conditions. However, when these
causes and conditions are exhausted,
we say goodbye and move on to the
next set of conditions, beginning the
next life. In the next life, we may be

human or celestial beings or even find

ourselves in one of the three evil paths.
Thus, it is said, “Their paths
($2648301) diverge, and it is uncertain when they will meet again.” We are together

now, but eventually, we will part, and it won't be easy to meet again.
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Even if we encounter each other in the next life, we may not recognize
each other.

Therefore, the Buddha earnestly exhorts us, saying, “Why don't you
put it down now? Diligently practice all good so you can attain infinite
life, ending birth and death, and realizing Buddhahood. Why don’t you
seek the Way? Why are you still fighting over non-urgent matters that
are irrelevant to birth and death?' This is how Shakyamuni Buddha
advised us: to become disenchanted with the Saha World and quickly
cultivate the Way.”

Even though you spend your whole life practicing strenuously,
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the duration is just like an instant. In your next life, when
you are born in Amitayus’ Land, you will attain enduring
and limitless peace and bliss. There, you will constantly be in
accord with Way-virtue, forever liberated from birth and death
and free from the sufferings of greed, hatred, delusion, and
afflictions. If you wish your lifespan to be an eon, a hundred
eons, or myriad eons, it will all be as you desire. You will dwell
in effortless spontaneity, a state second only to Nirvana.

Shakyamuni Buddha said that life is very short. Regardless of
how hard cultivation is for us, it is only for this lifetime. Quickly
resolve to seek rebirth in the Pure Land. After rebirth, the bitter
cause of transmigration will be uprooted. This is an enormous
benefit for eons to come. The time one puts into practice is very
short, but the benefit one gets afterward is tremendously supreme.

Next, let’s share a true case of rebirth. This layman’s last name
was Wang. He lived to be 89 years old before he passed. Although
he was old, he was so healthy and strong that he worked on the
farm every day. Even though he was a farmer, he is a model
practitioner for us to follow. He would get up at 4:00 am to
bow and recite the Buddha’s name until 7:00 am. In the evening,
he bowed and recited from 8:00 pm to 11:00 pm. During the
daytime, he worked in the fields. For more than ten years, he
never missed his morning and evening Dharma practice.

In December 1990, his son visited him. At night, they rested
on a traditional Chinese shared bed together. Both of them saw
a huge lotus flower float in from the window and stop under
the ceiling light. His son clearly saw that it was a big, majestic
lotus flower. Wishing to see it more clearly, the father got up to
turn on the light. As soon as the switch was on, the lotus flower
disappeared. The next day, the son went back to his own home.
One month later, Mr. Wang saw the lotus flower appear again.
This time, he did not turn on the light but just looked at the
radiant lotus flower. Then he heard someone outside the door say,
“A-xiang (his name), I am taking you next month.” “OK!” the old
man answered. He got up to open the door. As soon as the door
was open, he saw a ray of golden light shooting up toward the sky.
When he turned around, the lotus flower in his room disappeared.
He knew his time was up. He then arranged to visit his several
sons for a few days. He also told them, “This is my last visit. I am
leaving!”

On February 18, 1990, he told his grandson, “Make a phone
call for me. Ask your Dad and all your uncles to come home.
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I am leaving! I will go to the market to get some groceries

so that your uncles have something to eat when they come.”

Then he rode his bike to the market. On his way home, a truck
passed by him very fast and created a draft. The draft was
so strong that Mr. Wang fell from the bike and died on the
spot. Police came, and an investigator came. The result of the
investigation showed no wounds, no sickness, and no signs of
a traffic accident. He was merely blown off by the draft and
happened to die right there.

Two hours after his corpse was sent back home, more than
60 people came to recite the Buddha’s name for him in different
shifts. At the sixth hour of his death, during the recitation, he
suddenly opened his eyes 30% and smiled. His countenance
was pinkish. Those who were reciting the Buddha’s name for
him were so moved. His son, A-xi, also recited for his father.
At 1:40 in the afternoon, lotus flowers appeared again. There
were three outside his house; sitting on them were the Three
Pure Land Sages. The four lotus flowers went to the front of
the old man’s corpse. In just an instant, the radiant lotus lower
shot up to the sky. At that time, his son, A-xi, his wife, and his
children, a total of five people, saw this miraculous sign.

Exactly one month after Mr. Wang’s passing, he came back
to visit his son at 11pm, sitting on a lotus flower. He held his
son’s hand and talked to him. The next day, the son looked at
the left hand his father had held last night. His father left a red
mark on his palm extending to his wrist. It did not disappear
until three days later. The strange thing was that ever since
then, he was no longer afraid of cold winters.

You see, this kind of response is truly inconceivable, almost
unbelievable. We hope people can have faith and make earnest
vows to seek rebirth in the Pure Land so that we have a solid
plan for our future lives after death. Don't stay in the Saha
World anymore.

Below is an excerpt from the Venerable Master’s instruction
in the Buddha recitation session:

“Regarding the Land of Ultimate Bliss and the Pure Land
Dharma-door, you should take time to study. If you have
questions, you can bring them up for discussion. Then we can
understand this Dharma bit by bit. So, where is the Pure Land?
It is to the west. Didn’t we talk about the mind, the Pure Land,
and Amitabha of our inherent nature? Our inherent nature is
just Amitabha. If you don’t tell lies and your mind is pure, that
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itself is the Pure Land. Or even whatever you put in your stomach
when it comes out the other end, it is fragrant; that’s also the Pure
Land.

When we cultivate and recite the Buddha’s name, someone
says, ‘What use is this?” Well, then, what use is having false
thoughts every day? What use is having false thoughts? Why don’t
you say having false thoughts is useless? Why do you say reciting
the Buddha’s name is useless? When you recite this one phrase,
you have fewer false thoughts about other things. When you
have fewer false thoughts, that is also the Pure Land. I am talking
about the Pure Land from the perspective of principles (the mind-
ground). From the perspective of specifics, Amitabha Buddha is
in the West. The Pure Land does exist. But there is not just one
kind of Pure Land. There are four kinds in Amitabha’s country:
the Pure Land Where Sages and Common People Dwell Together,
the Pure Land where Expedients Remove Residual Delusions, the
Pure Land Adorned with Real Rewards, and the Pure Land of
Eternal Stillness and Light.

In the Pure Land, Where Sages and Common People Dwell
Together, there are sages and ordinary people. However, ordinary
people live in the lotus buds as if they are in a womb. They have
to live there for a long time before the flower opens to see the
Buddha. The Pure Land Where Expedients Remove Residual
Delusions is where the Sravakas and Pratyekabuddhas live. The
Pure Land Adorned with Real Rewards is where the Bodhisattvas
live. The Pure Land of Eternal Stillness and Light is where the
Buddhas live. It is not the case that there is just one Pure Land.”

The Buddha told Maitreya Bodhisattva that even if the entire
trichiliocosm was on fire, you should still go through it in order to
hear this sutra, happily believe, uphold, and recite it, and practice
according to it. Why? Because the benefit this sutra brings is
supreme. Many Bodhisattvas who wish to hear this sutra cannot
hear it. If anyone who hears this sutra can attain the unsurpassed
Bodhi and fruition of Buddhahood without ever retreating.
Therefore, the Buddha wants us to single-mindedly receive, uphold,
read, and recite this text.

The Buddha said to Maitreya, “If there are people who hear
that Buddha’s name, jump with joy, and recite his name even
once, you should know that such persons have gained great
benefit and are replete with unsurpassed meritorious virtue.”

When the Dharma comes to an end in the future, the Buddha
will keep the Infinite Life Sutra in the world for hundred years to
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cross over living beings. All who encounter it will be saved.
Why is the Buddha preserving the Infinite Life Sutra and
Amitabha’s Dharma at the end of the Dharma age?

First, the Infinite Life Sutra expresses the Buddha’s original
intent. At that time, living beings would no longer be able
to cultivate on their own. So, the Buddha compassionately
maintains Amitabha’s Dharma of other power, which enables
living beings to quickly attain Buddhahood and save all.

Secondly, in our last class, we discussed how the three
syllables of “Amita” represent the Three Jewels. It is the
proper Dharani. Keeping Amitabha’s name is equivalent to
maintaining the presence of the Three Jewels in the world.
This is what Great Master Lianchi meant by “keeping this
one to save them all” so the Dharma can continue circulating.
This demonstrates the Buddha’s great compassion and great
wisdom. We hope people can truly understand this.

The Infinite Life Sutra is a text you will not encounter in
vain. We can hear the Infinite Life Sutra, Amitabha Buddha,
and his power of vows means we will undoubtedly be crossed
over and become Buddhas. In Buddhism, we say it is hard
to attain human form, hard to hear the Buddhadharma, and
even harder to encounter the Pure Land Dharma-door. Even
the Buddha had to wait many eons for the conditions to speak
the Infinite Life Sutra. Now we have this opportunity to study
this text. Do not miss the chance to connect with Amitabha
Buddha and the Land of Ultimate Bliss in this life.#

Subscribe to Vajra Bodhi Sea Magazine online at  http://www.buddhisttexts.org

¥ /nifz IR g 02 s b

I

VAJRA BODHI SEA

sIRIE M AT (EMIEREMEE)
By LS7 524K 0 #5855  D.RBA.

I am enclosing a check made to D.R.B.A. for a
subscription to VAJRA BODHI SEA for:

O —fFEEEMU+FIT US$45.00/ 1 year

[ Z8E3E4e /\+TIT US$85.00 / 2 years
[] =FFEE&—H 7T US$110.00/ 3 years

BT - FFEE vbs@drba.org
We welcome articles. Please send suggestions
or submissions for review to vbs@drba.org

TR ﬁ Subscription Form

ENFEHIE  In the United States & Europe, please send to:
Gold Mountain Monastery

800 Sacramento Street, San Francisco, CA 94108

Tel: (415) 421-6117  Fax: (415) 788-6001

BRI In Asia & Australia, please send to:
Dharma Realm Guan Yin Sagely Monastery
161, Jalan Ampang,

50450 Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

Tel: (03)2164-8055  Fax: (03) 2163-7118
Email: vbs@drba.org

B8 In Taiwan SZRERAENLE
AT EFEREE A A+ AE 18
BiE ¢ (02) 2786-3022 {HE : (02) 2786-2674

#:4 Name:
ik Address:

#EE Tel. No.:

JUNE 2024 Vasra BopHi Sea 137

8 & o ‘ 1314 Haog



