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2023 Celebration of Amitabha Buddha’s Birthday and the
Amitabha Session at the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas

X/FE B
Written and translated by Qi Da
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“Namo Amitabha! Namo Amitabha! Namo Amitabhal!..”

At5 o’clock in the morning on December 24, 2023, the monastics
and lay people who sincerely recited the Buddha’s name began to
chant Amitabha’s name and bow after morning ceremony, marking
the opening of the annual celebration of Amitabha Buddha’s
Birthday and the Amitabha Recitation Session in the City of Ten
Thousand Buddhas. Since the pandemic, this was the first time that
the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas accepted people to stay for the
Amitabha Session, which is particularly cherished.

Before 7 a.m., pilgrims gathered in front of the mountain gate
of the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas. Led by Dharma Masters,
everyone began to perform three-steps-one-bow while chanting
Amitabha’s name. The fog was still heavy at that time, but gradually

dissipated when people bowed near the administrative office. As
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they continued to bow, everything became clear before people’s eyes
because the fog completely lifted as they arrived in front of the Patriarchs’
Hall. This journey of three-steps-one-bow can truly be described as

“walking out of the fog and welcoming the light in the sound of reciting

the Buddha’s name.”
At the same time, those who chose to recite the sutra in the Buddha
Hall began to circumambulate and recite the Buddha’s name having

finished reciting the Buddha Speaks of Amitabha Sutra. The same sound of

“Namo Amitabha” reached their ears and chanted it into their hearts. On

this morning, the “Universal Bowing” also took place. People stayed in
the east and west of the Buddha Hall. They took turns to kneel down and
pay homage to the Buddhas and Bodhisattvas, celebrating the birthday of
Amitabha Buddha with the utmost sincerity.

During lunch, Dharma Master Jin Yan pointed out that after
of the COVID-19, it is of great
significance for the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas to reopen during the
Celebration of Amitabha Buddha’s Birthday and Amitabha Session to the
public. Dharma Master Yan introduced to the public the Buddhist poems

experiencing the harsh “winter”

and verses written by Bai Juyi, a great poet of the Tang Dynasty, who
converted to Buddhism in his middle age. Bai Juyi himself was able to
pass away peacefully at the end of his life because he sincerely recited the
Buddha’s name. Bai Juyi’s “Reciting the Buddha’s Name Verse” even urges
all sentient beings in the Dharma realm to come together to recite the
Buddha’s name:

I am seventy-one years old this year,

No longer do I recite poems and write lyrics like before.
Reading sutras strains my eyesight,

And doing good deeds makes me afraid of running around.
What can I do to open up my inner light?

Just recite Amitabha’s name.

Reciting Amitabha’s name while walking,

Reciting Amitabha’s name while sitting.

Even though I am as busy as an arrow,

1 never cease to recite Amitabha.

1 have reached my twilight years, and the path of Buddhism seems distant,
My life has been spent.

In the morning and evening,

1 seek only a pure heart,

1 only recite “Amitabha Buddha.”

Those who pretend to be wise may laugh at me,

because most of them don’t believe in Amitabha Buddha.
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What can you gain by being smart and successful?

What will I lose as a dull and unsuccessful person?

General advice to all sentient beings in the Dharma Realm,
Lets chant Amitabha Buddha together!

Bhikshuni Heng Yang introduced Amitabhas Twelve Luminous

Buddha Names mentioned by Shakyamuni Buddha in #he Sutra on

Infinite Life. Dharma Master Yang explained the meaning and function

of these names one by one:

1.

2.

10.

11.

Infinite Light Buddha: One of the meanings of the name
“Amitabha” is exactly “infinite light”.

Boundless Light Buddha: No matter where sentient beings are,
Amitabha’s light can shine everywhere.

Unhindered Light Buddha: As long as you recite the name of
Amitabha, no matter what kind of difficulties or pain you encounter,
you will become unhindered.

Incomparable Light Buddha: The light emitted by Amitabha
Buddha is the greatest among the lights of all Buddhas in the ten
directions.

Light of the King of Flames Buddha: With the blessing of Light
of the King of Flames Buddha, we will definitely make progress and
become more and more extraordinary.

Pure Light Buddha: The more we recite the Buddhas name, the
purer we become.

Light of Joy Buddha: The more we recite the Buddha’s name, the
happier we are.

Light of Wisdom Buddha: The more we recite the Buddha’s name,
the more wisdom we get.

Unceasing Light Buddha: Keep working hard without rest, and
have uninterrupted Bodhi mindfulness.

Inconceivable Light Buddha: His light is inconceivable. We can
be saved from disasters or go directly to the Land of Ultimate Bliss.
Ineffable Light Buddha: His light cannot be described in words.
Master Yang cited her own experiences of escaping a car accident
in the rain and avoiding entering the gate of hells several times as
an example. As long as we make it a habit of reciting Amitabha
Buddha’s name, in times of crisis and death, we will naturally
remember to recite the Buddha’s name, and be able to receive the
ineffable light that will shine upon us. Ominous circumstances will

become auspicious.

12.Light Outshining the Sun and Moon Buddha: The light of

Amitabha Buddha has merits exceeding that of the sun and
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moon. Not only does it help us increase our Bodhi mind,

purify and rejoice, and summarize the merits of the previous

eleven Buddha’s names, but it also helps us become a Buddha
eventually.

Abbot Heng Lyu told a story: A drunk man came to the river to
wash his face with water. At this time, a water ghost was about to
drag him into the water so that the water ghost could reincarnate
himself through the death of the drunk. Unexpectedly, this man
accidentally said, “Amitabha! The river water is so clear!” Just
saying “Amitabha’once caused his whole body to be filled with
light, and the water ghost could not touch him. This person who
was originally regarded as a substitute by the water ghost, escaped
death and left safely, only because he said “Amitabha.”

Dharma Master Lyu said, “If we sincerely recite Amitabha,
the benefits are inconceivable. All living beings in the six realms,
including water ghosts, can receive the protection of immeasurable
light and be reborn in the Land of Ultimate Bliss in the future.
Venerable Master Hua also told us, what he likes most is to recite
Amitabha. He himself recited it all the time and also recited it in
his dreams. As disciples of the Master, we should follow the Master
and recite Amitabha all the time. I wish everyone can be happy
reciters of Amitabha Buddha.”

From December 24 to 30, during the Amitabha Recitation
Session, in addition to reciting the Amitabha Sutra everyday,
the main activities were to circumambulate the Buddha, sit in
recitation, and meditate to recite the Buddhas name silently. At
the end of the year, let everyone be able to calm down physically
and mentally, and recite the Buddha’s name wholeheartedly for
themselves, their families, their foes and creditors, and for the
sentient beings in the six paths of reincarnation.

Ray Lopez, a plasma processing engineer from Texas, is very
busy at work. He said, “During the year-end holidays, there is
no better place than to attend the Amitabha Session at the City
of Ten Thousand Buddhas.” Since 1996, he has come to the City
of Ten Thousand Buddhas many times to attend this session, but
he still feels that there are many challenges. During the session,
he had to get up very early every day, there was a lot of kneeling
and meditating, and the weather was cold; not to mention the
hard-to-conquer distracting thoughts. Ray compared the session
to “everyone climbing Mount Everest in the Himalayas together.”
Although it is not easy, the text in 7he Buddha Speaks of Amitabha
Sutra said, “...When this person approaches the end of life, before
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him will appear Amitabha and all the assembly of holy ones. When the
end comes, his heart is without inversion. In Amitabha’s Land of Ultimate
Bliss, he will attain rebirth.” Not only did it move him, but it also gave him
confidence to continue reciting the Buddha’s name.

Gao Ying, who works as a data analyst at a medical school in San
Francisco, often comes into contact with the data of terminal patients at
work, which reminds her of a verse, “When [ see others die, my heart is
as hot as fire. Instead of being hot for others, it’s hot because I'm afraid it
will be my turn soon.” Therefore, she takes the Dharma method of reciting
Buddha’s name very seriously. Gao Ying quoted the famous saying of Master
Ou Yi, “Whether you can be reborn in Amitabha’s Land depends entirely on
your faith and vows; the level of your rebirth in Amitabha’s Land depends
entirely on the sincerity of your recitation.” She firmly believes that as long
as she does not give up and persists in reciting the Buddha’s name, when
she is about to die in the future, “the compassionate Amitabha Buddha
will definitely come to receive me without violating his original wish.” Gao
Ying likes to go to the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas to practice together,
because every time, when she encounters a difficult problem in her spiritual
practice or in daily life, she can often find the answer by listening to the
Master’s recorded teachings in the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas, or the
Dharma Masters’ live teachings.

Wang Xinlong, who works in the interior finishing industry in the East
Bay of San Francisco, once dreamed of a male-looking Guanyin Bodhisattva
teaching him to recite “Amitabha’, and he continues to recite “Amitabha”
to this day. This time he came to the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas to
participate in the Buddha’s name recitation session. During this Buddha’s
name recitation session, he dreamed that his life was about to end, but
the Venerable Master extended his life for him so that he would be able
to continue practicing in this world. This dream made him determined
to uphold the precepts and recite the Buddha’s name in order to repay the
kindness of Venerable Master and the Buddha.

Jiang Tianyu, a business data analyst at the University of Michigan, said
that in the past, even though she believed in Buddhism, she only prayed for
blessings, without understanding Buddhist principles or seeking rebirth in
the Pure Land. Before the pandemic, she came to the City of Ten Thousand
Buddhas to attend the Amitabha Session for two days only and felt the
solemnity of the monastery and the sublime Dharma assembly. This time
she participated in the entire Amitabha Session. Every time she tried to
slack off, someone would remind her, which reaffirmed her confidence in
learning Buddhism.

Wang Yunfan, who is studying for a doctorate at the University of

Michigan, Ann Arbor, has been at a low point in his life for more than ten
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years. He has experienced the harshness of the world and the fickleness
of human relationships, and considered ending his life several times.
Fortunately, he met some wise friends in recent years who suggested him
to recite the Buddha’s name. This time he made a special trip to the City
of Ten Thousand Buddhas to participate in the Amitabha Session. He felt
that his concentration had improved whether he was chanting sutras or
chanting the Buddha’s name, and when he was chanting Buddha’s name,
he felt a stream of heat pouring from the top of his head to the soles of his
feet. His daily practice has also been optimized, which makes him grateful.

Zhang Aiying, an assistant professor at the School of Data Science at
the University of Virginia, was nurtured by her mother Yu Fuxia since she
was a child, and witnessed her mother recover from a serious illness because
of her devout faith in the Buddhas and Bodhisattvas. Therefore, Zhang
Aiying also has deep faith in Buddhism. This time, the mother and daughter
came to the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas together to participate in the
Amitabha Session. They were very grateful for this opportunity to practice
together with the Sangha. They also shared their experiences and insights
from participating in Dharma assemblies and a Buddhist summer camp in
China.

At the end of 2023, the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas reached its
completion of the Amitabha Session, but the sound of the Buddha’s name
still lingers in our ears and hearts. After this one-week group practice and
sharing of experiences, everyone became more confident and more persistent
in the Dharma method of reciting the Buddha’s name. The Venerable
Master Hua often quoted a saying, “The general does not dismount, each
one rushes forward on their own journey.” It means that we should continue
to move forward without stopping. &
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